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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY 
 
In remarks at the White House yesterday, President 
Joe Biden announced that in the next 10 days, his 
administration will reach the goal of administering 100 
million COVID-19 vaccine doses at the same time 
that 100 million stimulus checks are distributed under 
the American Rescue Plan.  
 
Also, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
announced that for coronavirus vaccines 
administered on or after March 15, Medicare will 
increase the reimbursement from $28 per shot to $40 
for single-dose vaccines and $45 to $80 for a two-
dose regimen. This higher payment rate is part of an 
effort to ramp up the number of COVID-19 vaccines 
being administered each day, boost the number of 
healthcare providers that can administer the vaccine, 
and increase the number of vaccination sites.  
 
Additionally, the Federal Reserve ("Fed") is expected 
to release its updated economic projections this 
Wednesday. The Fed will likely note improving 
economic conditions, while continuing its current level 
of interest rates and bond purchases.  
 

LATEST STATISTICS 

 
142,918,525 COVID-19 vaccines 
have been distributed in the U.S 
and 72,135,616 Americans have 
received the first dose.  
 
There are a total 
of 120,520,156 confirmed cases 
worldwide, 2,665,874deaths 
and 68,353,073 people have 
recovered. 
 
There are 29,534,162confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus in the 
U.S. and 536,622 deaths. 
 

LATEST PMJ 
RESOURCES 

 
Drug Shortage and Medical 
Supply Chain Tracker 
 
Coronavirus State Reopening 
Tracker 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtBFyxjcQuqV1K1u2OqYBckPw9EeYTQqWlrFhqCxU6ClHcGn7KdXNYKyZ8L07ZZqZ_MNt1hcIIUmsIdErV1C_4t7GuKLL64TjGUw8DrX9ywYlVaME7ZcZc5bfvK-U4ELaGjP6DHE4rMSh3Kxfq0yXVdoEhLd8NEUkpQuid7HdrovJW6scQL2No6CqfVF_ZxfmITHdc7KJ6OlrMyv1HAK8ZFriZYQFVZhTRC&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgrfnJXXrLhRyt5lHmDDsT4HJRjCEIgr8laM-TnDWynyoH_oGfy2vKgxwgFnuiIhtmyHl4HHH81fj24OmG4tSGbEJE7YiuDVwYUVlzhLlRJjQiKFhna4Dj0nYo_pBtm4UxBH90vKNIHa_NE0gs9hXnSI5HS9HdQEkT8sY0lRiwzvfPfOSp-8NQ1c=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgrfnJXXrLhRyt5lHmDDsT4HJRjCEIgr8laM-TnDWynyoH_oGfy2vKgxwgFnuiIhtmyHl4HHH81fj24OmG4tSGbEJE7YiuDVwYUVlzhLlRJjQiKFhna4Dj0nYo_pBtm4UxBH90vKNIHa_NE0gs9hXnSI5HS9HdQEkT8sY0lRiwzvfPfOSp-8NQ1c=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBggZlW9C61fiKKY1BVuTeK9QequnTRmaYQRoJSpwCqx6OXRc4HdlPYDwVthIjVu_z1WkmzApdFB--ibujh3E1-R47z9qhZDwLdtKsWoDlU3N3Twq_soXJre6JoSn9tcNm-xW9OehnA6bryoP9SKUHSbTE31pMUYc0hk7JxopWiatdzf6i7eqn1cs=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBggZlW9C61fiKKY1BVuTeK9QequnTRmaYQRoJSpwCqx6OXRc4HdlPYDwVthIjVu_z1WkmzApdFB--ibujh3E1-R47z9qhZDwLdtKsWoDlU3N3Twq_soXJre6JoSn9tcNm-xW9OehnA6bryoP9SKUHSbTE31pMUYc0hk7JxopWiatdzf6i7eqn1cs=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==


Notably, Moderna has begun testing its COVID-19 
vaccine in children between 6 months and12 years 
of age.  
 
We have updated our Coronavirus State Reopening 
Tracker. It is linked under Latest PMJ Resources.  

 

 
Biden Administration Transition 
Tracker 
 
President Biden EO Tracker 
 
Policy Outlook for the Biden 
Administration and 117th 
Congress  

 

 

  

  

  

ECONOMIC UPDATE  

 

Congressional 
 
SENATE 

• Senate Banking Committee Chairman Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Senator 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) sent a letter to David Solomon, Chairman and CEO 
of Goldman Sachs, pressing him for answers related to the bank’s support of 
lowered capital requirements.   

• Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Mike Crapo (R-ID) and Senator 
Jim Risch (R-ID) introduced the State Fiscal Flexibility Act (S. 743) to eliminate 
a provision in the American Rescue Plan that prevents states from using relief 
funds to lower taxes.  

 

Administration 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (SBA) 

• An internal Small Business Administration (SBA) watchdog announced the 
agency mistakenly paid $692 million in duplicate Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) loan. 

 

Articles of Interest 
• 3/16 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Fed seen standing 

firm on interest rates, bond purchases.” 
• 3/15 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Biden says Covid-19 

stimulus ‘already doing what it was designed to do.”   

• 3/15 Politico published an article titled, “IRS partially shield some stimulus 
payments from debt reductions.” 

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 

 

Congressional 
 
HOUSE 

• Reps. Don Beyer (D-VA), Mark Pocan (D-WI) and Scott Peters (D-CA) sent 
a letter to Jeffrey Zients, Response Coordinator of the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force, urging the Biden administration to develop a plan to 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtBgVoY_ZpreVK4yXXOFkRgEFMFPu_rUBHPJ0cJn-TOYa9lEGOsLgXVhrsO73dKOx2RcGbMwoUUyh6FOr1hNDJisp_kggITIElXLrMk_DNjvLACNdEJSy-sQfe3aqg89OaeSqjbd5RD3rgjPw2rMqFwksTwtFvim44_&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgnyZ0s2Em8yP5nWKhxoWOIeASMT3mOBVX-LGv9hfw1iBC3s_wJ3RkRxpjR3pGREXF4m6Qf286n_UKB-G9pf3xJPWC_UzpGqGwU7t1DabM318VMPDH4677F1Ax3sT-qRNppv4yliEA7Oqw08IMYxgJZT5_DsIYTgUpnE4ysa_8Ffr2c16nheNN1o=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgnyZ0s2Em8yP5nWKhxoWOIeASMT3mOBVX-LGv9hfw1iBC3s_wJ3RkRxpjR3pGREXF4m6Qf286n_UKB-G9pf3xJPWC_UzpGqGwU7t1DabM318VMPDH4677F1Ax3sT-qRNppv4yliEA7Oqw08IMYxgJZT5_DsIYTgUpnE4ysa_8Ffr2c16nheNN1o=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgu3e2QFDhXJTyoHzEmDo7oPIaKP1AnYY32oZoSEY-NpoeiDplk_rtKeGMH26fDI1uAgpONKMRGhSEe9CbMJ7fzkIoD0t0W_vpND7_fGKMcqk1z2nqqE2y2u6tbVYY6FX_MMfzozr5JOngFho4X-H7Mh3agqpF-qnOGUPIaQ8enCd1I36eTaGgDo=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgs8-Xobt9fB2y8GJVwGlQjiDAD8cIc0xKKbhsbLYrZewZyi9GZWQNsrAxpcgsDbzkTYtEh9nlWdajRzF9P-CNeqb2m0Fp8kuDokcASITJWK8sQOjXVJrSbu3Nh_3GUOP61jqY4dnZZtAxk-GyyxFoKdyzMY7esI_mKDAy63eJD17l77aE4FpbAI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgs8-Xobt9fB2y8GJVwGlQjiDAD8cIc0xKKbhsbLYrZewZyi9GZWQNsrAxpcgsDbzkTYtEh9nlWdajRzF9P-CNeqb2m0Fp8kuDokcASITJWK8sQOjXVJrSbu3Nh_3GUOP61jqY4dnZZtAxk-GyyxFoKdyzMY7esI_mKDAy63eJD17l77aE4FpbAI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBgs8-Xobt9fB2y8GJVwGlQjiDAD8cIc0xKKbhsbLYrZewZyi9GZWQNsrAxpcgsDbzkTYtEh9nlWdajRzF9P-CNeqb2m0Fp8kuDokcASITJWK8sQOjXVJrSbu3Nh_3GUOP61jqY4dnZZtAxk-GyyxFoKdyzMY7esI_mKDAy63eJD17l77aE4FpbAI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB7ha8T2dgh8vGg2eWpajCU8ZzoeUqqporSqPe3c9VXm4zI7NSR-7SSzYHgiXyWs9iibGpe5kmcljvA0xmJjQDo5_QVnYLBy6GC5abQGUGOvUtWdtBEisraD-EhK6x5Gd2sh6wA-LFIJa3huF1BpEJKt_45dV5PpNiGV3RGcT96e58Py_EtYKdPnvMmt-KEjTSToPco-Fl9-RzoLyNeLKYrw==&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB-MzSDdLekZvUJFb-unZD_B69bS6nsQVlK_rUncYxfQWUK4kek4APcqHQFFMU2iQmm8w9Yks8_GFXN_vW89d2_jeXxg29pgY-UITsTfmAxfIeUaqQNN3sV6EQPkA5euofIfHK8IMc5T4zy11A67mu4rZ6jH___RdaBLIFSSmTGtualj6h8eR98A==&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtBCOV_4kW8-FBIGD_ICmGJMdPKnfPC1r0n0Qs1ijoMn42-nACUHLUt-WAfkgzojmUgyBc04gAkeim0zCAjRgTA9WUe55UKYLqRLTIDuYWWwoxFBSWnqssf6Stec0xSAmPwaM77OwpaF0RtnW3zNMT_6NtdTUBSj1eT0N8iTM9RYmYjtbIpoXC_iIrvrJ8Xk96AMnbX802XL58=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB4Qrd3PmFOQoJDEVGXDp8uG4vPP2vrJdwmg-1kLu3IMIysfSLKCiKX0mu8cwHcVQiBESf8PLkb0pP5ifpwR_iJY3NtlCpwW9_rqn6IBwTtGiSItz6bxymIHGFAMyPSI90DZNAiNWQeyw5hEEUFw23PtT_tZNUWw_NasBcnLDbsssT8b8c5Fj6QGBA9AcdZLWNVlJWQyzSzYkybseJ_clIrR7MlFVRtpXf0uF-aMDXJex8gZoHKDA9Qokv2WLXlakccfyOyNiOnuI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtBxGWaKuTIA7mCtrirQMVHKFz7lGlAUkz-6EQ_5QeapNXuG0OrT7Wx14hKCR0jwjho9MwcfRpuafpxurWApvNXfueVFdNEeEsBPd3N8V2tXKmuEKFH00rH2Q1e15TvqVKU4luSC02Z0tvmoymqi8KnIkdT4yMvUGMtVkI76N3yS0nrd3VVix5wAw==&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtBxGWaKuTIA7mCtrirQMVHKFz7lGlAUkz-6EQ_5QeapNXuG0OrT7Wx14hKCR0jwjho9MwcfRpuafpxurWApvNXfueVFdNEeEsBPd3N8V2tXKmuEKFH00rH2Q1e15TvqVKU4luSC02Z0tvmoymqi8KnIkdT4yMvUGMtVkI76N3yS0nrd3VVix5wAw==&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB1G4OklWBkR6xJ_6ZwS94ftAkJblovpT-8k60AiCdwY2lzfOlJoqtZgJvZzKifawzkaxzgS56S1uypqRWzadoiYHTcD-77WFoHmEusXFxnReqCWUiPNLxvQfaMbZFlJ-hKD4EG6DFFSGLuSYki10_pErXPcgvQRRbx655C0S0E3tjDAGi6YMMaT5UkKG_IRecz9Jwt-VUSXI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB1G4OklWBkR6xJ_6ZwS94ftAkJblovpT-8k60AiCdwY2lzfOlJoqtZgJvZzKifawzkaxzgS56S1uypqRWzadoiYHTcD-77WFoHmEusXFxnReqCWUiPNLxvQfaMbZFlJ-hKD4EG6DFFSGLuSYki10_pErXPcgvQRRbx655C0S0E3tjDAGi6YMMaT5UkKG_IRecz9Jwt-VUSXI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB1G4OklWBkR6xJ_6ZwS94ftAkJblovpT-8k60AiCdwY2lzfOlJoqtZgJvZzKifawzkaxzgS56S1uypqRWzadoiYHTcD-77WFoHmEusXFxnReqCWUiPNLxvQfaMbZFlJ-hKD4EG6DFFSGLuSYki10_pErXPcgvQRRbx655C0S0E3tjDAGi6YMMaT5UkKG_IRecz9Jwt-VUSXI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB6uw1oQg2Uegbb0w0bcyDrKIyNZ5goVI4ljNl1jfokzh8jkvZFptIv-Yq_GgtNCimF6mppMMEEpVydszZiwJDecI9Cwe8YFgx8mozfN_-IHijTZp3uoCtofHJLKUA2zG9cVVJKEvBuQ8jc1_TXa3OtcSUx4DdJitAkjo8FrsobkI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtB6uw1oQg2Uegbb0w0bcyDrKIyNZ5goVI4ljNl1jfokzh8jkvZFptIv-Yq_GgtNCimF6mppMMEEpVydszZiwJDecI9Cwe8YFgx8mozfN_-IHijTZp3uoCtofHJLKUA2zG9cVVJKEvBuQ8jc1_TXa3OtcSUx4DdJitAkjo8FrsobkI=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rrax9Jpl2XemESvuaoSrkSVnU0_aU40f1AoMIAumy3uah_LnY4BBghucM8ry4EtBd3xzQHUhRzVifAvbAqJloMXbZ-SGcmOj3VCkes7rsXaHBBh1TkV_VcKeqAaE_xD_7Zn6eqk1x-bOLs07L8odAW2Y2TI4cPXXG-yN2TvuoBsZ58EbPAZ3YD_fUmR-8hJGi-j5faX-S7TQSSVVohE3kVF8NS2E02FFTT_kWfkc8PSPK8v_bDGnm0NGh8u7UOg4Lgf0fkTLs9euaPDjfF1OPaHukIVvBqvvglNlNA4Ftbk=&c=kn4gRH9swXE1bb0hOz84yBQZ6L74bEuJ_-nzBtVKigBatA9yJjg4iA==&ch=vtq3IPNAbWkYhrAavtznCEkpHQqJAYJBhJLG9dF3t_Y4xxLxc1sOyQ==


share surplus vaccines for the coronavirus with low- and middle-income 
countries and the World Health Organization’s COVAX initiative. 

 
SENATE 

• Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and Susan Collins (R-ME) introduced 
the Medicare Sequester Relief Act, bipartisan legislation that would prevent 
substantial payment cuts to Medicare payments to healthcare providers from 
taking effect during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

• Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Steve Scalise (R-LA), Tim Scott (R-SC), Ted 
Cruz (R-TX), Thom Tillis (R-NC) and Josh Hawley (R-MO) sent a letter to 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, calling on the Department of Justice to 
continue its probe into whether state officials failed to comply with federal 
guidelines or requirements for participation in federal programs in their 
response to coronavirus infections among seniors and nursing home residents. 

 

Administration 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

• The White House released a transcript of remarks by President Joe Biden on 
implementation of the American Rescue Plan.  

• The White House released a transcript of yesterday's press briefing by the 
COVID-19 Response Team and public health officials.  

 
CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES 

• CMS announced that as of March 15, Medicare will increase the 
reimbursement for COVID-19 vaccines from $28 per shot to $40 for single-dose 
vaccines and $45 to $80 for the administration of COVID-19 vaccines requiring 
two doses.  

 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

• NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins penned a blog post titled, "CRISPR-Based 
Anti-Viral Therapy Could One Day Foil the Flu - and COVID-19." 

 

Articles of Interest 
• 3/16 CNN published an article titled, "A concerning variant is about to 

become dominant in the US, experts say, and how Americans act could 
help fuel or curb a surge." 

• 3/16 Axios published an article titled, "European countries suspend 
AstraZeneca vaccinations amid reports of blood clots." 

• 3/15 The Atlantic published an article titled, "Why the Pandemic Experts 
Failed." 

• 3/15 The Washington Post published an article titled, "CDC identifies public-
health guidance from the Trump administration that downplayed 
pandemic severity." 

• 3/15 The Hill published an article titled, "Former coronavirus testing czar 
says it's 'very important' for Trump to encourage followers to get 
vaccinated." 
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