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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY 
 
Today, the Senate parliamentarian is expected to 
issue her decision on what provisions are allowed in 
the $1.9 trillion pandemic relief package under the 
Byrd rule and which provisions would be in violation 
of the budget reconciliation process.  
 
In addition to uncertainty regarding the ability to 
include a minimum wage increase in a budget 
resolution, Democratic Senators are also unsure 
whether a provision to direct the Department of 
Treasury to make advance monthly payments of the 
child tax credit (CTC) will survive the Byrd rule test. 
When asked today if the parliamentarian will rule that 
CTC payments are ineligible for the budget 
resolution, Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) responded 
"we hope not, but we won't give up if she does."  
 
Regardless of how the parliamentarian rules, House 
Budget Committee Chairman John Yarmuth (D-KY) 
stated the chamber will pass the bill with a $15 
minimum wage increase and "let the Senate work its 
will." The House is still expected to vote on the 
package tomorrow.  
 

LATEST STATISTICS 

 
88,669,035 COVID-19 vaccines 
have been distributed in the U.S 
and 45,237,143 Americans have 
received the first dose.  
 
There are a total 
of 112,856,868 confirmed cases 
worldwide, 2,503,735 deaths and 
63,668,713 people have 
recovered. 
 
There are 28,396,896 confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus in the 
U.S. and 507,465 deaths. 
 

LATEST PMJ 
RESOURCES 

 
Drug Shortage and Medical 
Supply Chain Tracker 
 
Coronavirus State Reopening 
Tracker 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9ZiiSh7OzMSur16W8Ei-09EyRZXYeYHrql_7UbQChUR4E2E6RvDQCBiiU3lyypZbY2hnsjwK3R4XEaqWNzS3uFuflQRAOQkj51yLk-FdY60KOQCyyt0BSLqJDeAwDtWDLM0ds3JyXqUT&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9ZiiSh7OzMSur16W8Ei-09EyRZXYeYHrql_7UbQChUR4E2E6RvDQCBiiU3lyypZbY2hnsjwK3R4XEaqWNzS3uFuflQRAOQkj51yLk-FdY60KOQCyyt0BSLqJDeAwDtWDLM0ds3JyXqUT&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9VSBxLD5HVPOP_tBhwBbKWkal2Qu3dlyJpJ-odPH2nloUX3P-cfhPd4q8sEKV2xdJkTMTRMUQk0e839u9PbIC2yq_m9stXiLrCfzmm0HfJyD&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9ceswFnh3dJfH6bkiTWDCdazpqnS9Py2vUhv5I5CJ0jqmSRHqQkKID7wNY80As6cRlv9Xpj1Wc-EA_mZ0i9zijd1cF_drls2wtwXsDJwoWmSCJ_BykODMTcJ5wBT-MPsis4k8dJSOgnkEP5pXOrpkR13VdTlYEmFVTVOGqWIy4pOkvqtISljpBE=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9ceswFnh3dJfH6bkiTWDCdazpqnS9Py2vUhv5I5CJ0jqmSRHqQkKID7wNY80As6cRlv9Xpj1Wc-EA_mZ0i9zijd1cF_drls2wtwXsDJwoWmSCJ_BykODMTcJ5wBT-MPsis4k8dJSOgnkEP5pXOrpkR13VdTlYEmFVTVOGqWIy4pOkvqtISljpBE=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9Reb1XO-Kmba8iwp-dUDYpw-LzhTrw976OjQHLKMfojp-ArmSwlqzZG3ckZFdOyT1ipT4QKWLA3A7R8kf8ViHmM_NANWVA4qHnROQ-VExMnbW_aeu6gZuEdUZxHsQF36H-i2XTfLvLQhVjcfNimDw1istoZ1ZrBHrXCMMH2L-oPBVFpRCPYeWcg=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9Reb1XO-Kmba8iwp-dUDYpw-LzhTrw976OjQHLKMfojp-ArmSwlqzZG3ckZFdOyT1ipT4QKWLA3A7R8kf8ViHmM_NANWVA4qHnROQ-VExMnbW_aeu6gZuEdUZxHsQF36H-i2XTfLvLQhVjcfNimDw1istoZ1ZrBHrXCMMH2L-oPBVFpRCPYeWcg=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==


Notably, Pfizer and BioNTech have begun a trial to 
determine the safety and efficacy of their third-dose 
booster shot. Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla has 
expressed hope that a third dose could increase the 
immune response "10-to-20-fold" and offer enhanced 
protection against variants.  
 
Meanwhile, Moderna announced it is starting an NIH 
Phase 1 clinical trial for its modified vaccine targeting 
the South African COVID-19 variant.  

 

 
President Biden EO Tracker 
 
Lame Duck Preview Memo 

 

 

  

  

  

ECONOMIC UPDATE  

 

Congressional 
 
HOUSE 

• Rep. Cindy Axne (D-IA) wrote a letter to House leaders urging them to include 
legislation that would provide tax relief for up to $10,200 in unemployment 
payments in the COVID-19 relief package.  

• House Small Business Committee Republicans issued a press released 
titled, “Small business organizations speak out against Democrats 
partisan minimum wage overhaul.” 

 
SENATE 

• Senate Banking Committee Chairman Sherrod Brown’s (D-OH) opening 
statement and Ranking Member Pat Toomey’s (R-PA) opening statement at 
the committee’s hearing on the coronavirus crisis. 

 

Administration 
 
TREASURY 

• The Department of the Treasury’s Community Development Financial 
Institutions Rapid Response Program (CDFI Program) will provide $1.25 billion 
to Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) to help communities 
respond to the economic hardships created by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Articles of Interest 
• 2/25 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Senate waits for 

minimum-wage ruling from parliamentarian.” 
• 2/25 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “U.S. unemployment 

claims fell sharply last week.” 
 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 

 

Congressional 
 
HOUSE 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qeY4_eJF-1U9yslijxp8MkpuTKJ8mEw20m6I6L56wBPSG5A4KXj6q3tH3yQffuLGVO_97O0QFmwf5uG6TW33mPNC7GBWtHAjEibL0rFtzm4pY0o2hmRyRJ5SB1Mwe5KXKvf0qY5w2HL3A5aQlWlwVg4YJKBvT9QglsNL9-7c-qliS3wUZsX_B5vTQqXqBSnGEq_0WBdPqaJwH3MvoGujlRrA==&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qeY4_eJF-1U9yslijxp8MkpuTKJ8mEw20m6I6L56wBPSG5A4KXj6q3tH3yQffuLGVO_97O0QFmwf5uG6TW33mPNC7GBWtHAjEibL0rFtzm4pY0o2hmRyRJ5SB1Mwe5KXKvf0qY5w2HL3A5aQlWlwVg4YJKBvT9QglsNL9-7c-qliS3wUZsX_B5vTQqXqBSnGEq_0WBdPqaJwH3MvoGujlRrA==&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qevilQiYkMQ0tfE0SIz1DzOLFA_CoFoiK5L6HBLP0JZX6r-I3X92m3XamxxK2GAF3j5lze7arfzFfpDX2k922aWQ8y9Cc2PVgRqb9WdV2nfifNk9K_0iW-y6P9yO1mTHECgA9BFA-uoro77ue2muy0K6KW1XMlUASMwOev0ie3X50lAkEabgcZa82fJuPHM-pr61tGtANJhQH2-lG6SYCpKdGzsmRUGb7s&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9UzZHz4lxRznFIYIvzYI0Im3AgpQEt_yWXyjNo0VGoyQNGHjyP26lolbXqXa5qEqzL1jipzIIwOCtyCDonCKVo5fMIzzPKXcBt1KYiuvsuL7iFdZmakpCqLGyscXag30vu2djWbz0f2KgExnCVOt3kTy5F7y3mQ-gzB3p2agcK1WS7ZQ7jZ6J8U=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9W1ZZ1cbpNtryeku_OxVyOJWB9wT0HEFRIcVJgxw-RhSkJn0xwednCpEVJKd0shhIEw5ktN41V6zLbPZwj4B3rRanIW5YvUaFGRJaL7JAzVfhOLcqznWuEUIgJfwPgnJRG3q2CJTAOiWIp1or07wzIh2o3OW1ib9SkhuZ8TWfgE5vMxfs4qIQhg=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qeMJx8tvTPSyDwWm9uGrrcilUGdMMINykE0l1w4yALJYY18xkkw0v4DefE7wc0LjG5PHnz0H29j_S7AP-XxOz5dClEkavExvVP17qlfEkm02F4N-U_xkD2RosTEENbEKeIH8gaFgSZN0RwR7B341T9kcQGh-xGH9yeBtII2SQfYaZrY1nSMmhG96X6O7KM8BV8W9DoHYNVInPNGlA3WaoFlA==&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qe13TOIP1eteKk4HFykXfUK8QklNNkwOcYprO-1TImSxm2hQxkh8QKyc4EBbncdsGcR1N_-YN3AawJaOusJhFm3klWAJwI6qHpmsSHMMwY38yRuOFn8I815l8V7TX9JEvN64DuInmKZIy_OOH33IzdIJ8pT3L_qwUsG1dpCDfWMMw=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qe13TOIP1eteKk4HFykXfUK8QklNNkwOcYprO-1TImSxm2hQxkh8QKyc4EBbncdsGcR1N_-YN3AawJaOusJhFm3klWAJwI6qHpmsSHMMwY38yRuOFn8I815l8V7TX9JEvN64DuInmKZIy_OOH33IzdIJ8pT3L_qwUsG1dpCDfWMMw=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qenxR_mjV_8SrjFCOGpH6lLOZ6Pe_l3TE6iWH7GE5sf0vOXp2s_QPgSacMR07AgV7f-u4XtQAmiGj7YEFgBGtFaHAYazeKQxhn1BJDN4Rp0EhBFt9LEJ_KTSDU9C4QGSg8mmgAfxUWBlldEVxUejyXYpxiA3HsEZ5DYDCtXRLY-GBAnnwlf5BO_Y2ZVdnQtKt1&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qenxR_mjV_8SrjFCOGpH6lLOZ6Pe_l3TE6iWH7GE5sf0vOXp2s_QPgSacMR07AgV7f-u4XtQAmiGj7YEFgBGtFaHAYazeKQxhn1BJDN4Rp0EhBFt9LEJ_KTSDU9C4QGSg8mmgAfxUWBlldEVxUejyXYpxiA3HsEZ5DYDCtXRLY-GBAnnwlf5BO_Y2ZVdnQtKt1&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qe-vAMxRZlhuz3Jyral_Uys8MCMln9QLlz_pcRADRscgXF8G9ShkIZ-tZDXEptnV5k3nGY7Xp-Il1b-Fj0bFnkmG8mZi91wZa0tDbbIwg0iM1mgh5gneedoCrjO1Euvt8oYWNmXELMjiVFC5ikxMeA3U_1sZyE-N7-jxOghuHLR9e6CCCue7HK3zQxJLgaL6LGyTQuvDzDnvmts6k85FSgncN2Lp9CmzUNvb-mk6XimyU=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qep43M9QDwiZQZ78ya8aVlmauH5DHysOaBlLfpt4TfxPn1cY5phNzkWMeZBuxHJXRmSQa5qRRrGryqNK5hubL6-2pxPFKUA2koxMo4cARLI2ac5JhRDjda7HClA5HBxeAZ&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qeH4nYVL0dYcE3KOh58pHBg2vOOiMsw0oE7Z_LCA1_JHrUEU4YiEBGnF7s0_nPL3NXQj8xZ3CoBf1qpuceVYSl2p_cCui3UEc80pS_IHUlfPIu_4L1wVgmuA76JO08PvouXQC2RPmKZTpx4QmvbxnDugw1SYLfCydfcsHboj71f9qxSJWbpgqu4A==&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qeH4nYVL0dYcE3KOh58pHBg2vOOiMsw0oE7Z_LCA1_JHrUEU4YiEBGnF7s0_nPL3NXQj8xZ3CoBf1qpuceVYSl2p_cCui3UEc80pS_IHUlfPIu_4L1wVgmuA76JO08PvouXQC2RPmKZTpx4QmvbxnDugw1SYLfCydfcsHboj71f9qxSJWbpgqu4A==&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qeJJ78L9VTn-I4qxBlqx5Lg7vqY7_cbdvz8HQJ-Y5zvz8LYmvCERNbceD5JKmn3nSa4WE0JOZ2Tid7wt0wDb3VOIkEH6RJCl4gW3VZ8f3_RLcuxQfpNlSkd7xuB_MgGqvRs-A_CAdoqDpN7f7FQteLwffhm95pv1NeiVc4AqGqCeQ=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1G5q7x7d35Q4p7HqJiV6559qqfBAiT8E84hUQDNwZKocfZpnP8E9XivmDpQ18qeJJ78L9VTn-I4qxBlqx5Lg7vqY7_cbdvz8HQJ-Y5zvz8LYmvCERNbceD5JKmn3nSa4WE0JOZ2Tid7wt0wDb3VOIkEH6RJCl4gW3VZ8f3_RLcuxQfpNlSkd7xuB_MgGqvRs-A_CAdoqDpN7f7FQteLwffhm95pv1NeiVc4AqGqCeQ=&c=JrrAhv4kmxJ9giLGs-yUWYOSSJ5fMilqlzNG5y-9tQ0wepeujul_2g==&ch=_hj9tLDLpUSCE0CnZCz_sNZMUmdSPNdV8rInu-Ff42rNPjRVXj4jWA==


• Reps. Kevin Brady (R-TX), Devin Nunes (R-CA), and Tom Reed (R-NY) sent 
a letter to Acting HHS Secretary Norris Cochran, calling for a briefing from HHS 
regarding its role in collecting state government data related to New York 
nursing home deaths.  

• Reps. Tom Malinowski (D-NJ) and Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) 
introduced bipartisan legislation to create an independent, non-partisan 
commission, closely modeled after the 9/11 Commission that investigated the 
September 11, 2001 terror attacks, to assess the nation’s preparedness and 
response to COVID-19 and provide recommendations to improve our country’s 
readiness for future epidemics and pandemics.  

• Reps. Mark Takano (D-CA) and Mike Bost (R-IL) introduced the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Veterans’ and Caregivers’ COVID-19 Immunizations Now 
Expanded Act of 2021. Under this bipartisan legislation, the VA can provide 
vaccines to all veterans, including those not currently enrolled in the VA 
healthcare system, as well as caregivers who provide essential support to 
veterans.  

 

Administration 

 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

• Yesterday, President Joe Biden issued an Executive Order on America's 
Supply Chains.  

• Yesterday, President Joe Biden delivered remarks at the signing of the 
Executive Order on America's Supply Chains.  

 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

• HHS Office of the Inspector General (OIG) issued a data brief titled, "Trend 
Towards More Expensive Inpatient Hospital Stays in Medicare Emerged Before 
COVID-19 and Warrants Further Scrutiny."  

 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

• According to a newly published study from the National Cancer Institute (NCI), 
People who have had evidence of a prior infection with COVID-19, appear to be 
well protected against being reinfected with the virus, at least for a few months. 

• NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins penned a blog post titled, "Using R2D2 to 
Understand RNA Folding." 

 

Articles of Interest 
•  2/23 AP News published an article titled, “States rush to catch up on 

delayed vaccines, expand access.” 
• 2/24 The New York Times published an article titled, “New Findings on 2 

Ways Children Become Seriously Ill From the Coronavirus.” 
• 2/25 KHN published an article titled, “Have a Case of a COVID Variant? No 

One Is Going to Tell You.” 
• 2/25 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Ad Campaigns Aim to 

Counter Covid-19 Vaccine Hesitancy.” 
• 2/25 CNBC published an article titled, “Pfizer-BioNTech are testing a booster 

shot of their COVID vaccine in a new trial.” 
 

  

  

LABOR UPDATE  
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Administration 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

• DOL released the Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report for the 
week ending February 20. 
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