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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY

Today, President Joe Biden signhed an Executive
Order (EO) on Securing America's Critical Supply
Chains. Specifically, the EO requires a 100-day
government review of the U.S. supply chains with a
goal of ending the nation's reliance on China and
other countries for critical goods such as active
pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) for the
development of prescription medications.

Additionally, the White House announced a new effort
by the Biden Administration to deliver more than 25
million masks to the nation's most vulnerable
populations. The masks will be sent to community
health centers, food pantries, and soup kitchens
beginning in March and into May.

A ruling from the Senate parliamentarian is expected
as early as today on whether a provision to raise the
minimum wage to $15 an hour would violate the rules
of the budget reconciliation process being used to
pass a COVID-19 relief package.

Yesterday, Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD)
announced that the House will vote Friday on the

LATEST STATISTICS

82,114,370 COVID-19 vaccines
have been distributed in the U.S
and 44,544,969 Americans have
received the first dose.

There are a total

of 112,409,584 confirmed cases
worldwide, 2,492,420 deaths and
63,440,310 people have
recovered.

There are 28,313,003 confirmed
cases of the coronavirus in the
U.S. and 504,295 deaths.
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American Rescue Plan following a House Rules
Committee meeting that morning. The House Rules President Biden EO Tracker
Committee released new text of the package earlier
today. Lame Duck Preview Memo

Additionally, Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) predicted
that she doesn't see a single one of her Republican
colleagues supporting President Biden's $1.9 trillion
coronavirus relief package. Meanwhile, President
Biden indicated that the vote on the legislation will be
close.

Notably, Johnson & Johnson's single dose COVID-19
vaccine has been found to be safe and provide 72%
efficacy against moderate to severe illness. FDA's
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory
Committee (VRBPAC) is scheduled to meet on
Friday to consider an emergency use authorization
(EUA) for the vaccine. The company has indicated
that if granted authorization, it will be able to

provide 4 million doses immediately upon approval,
followed by 20 million doses in March.

We have updated our Drug Shortage and Medical
Supply Chain Tracker. It is linked under Latest PMJ
Resources.

ECONOMIC UPDATE

Congressional

HOUSE
e House Financial Services Chairwoman Maxine Waters’ (D-CA) opening
statement and Ranking Member Patrick McHenry’s opening statement at the
committee’s hearing on monetary policy and the state of the economy.
SENATE

e Senate Banking Committee Chairman Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Senator Bob
Menendez (D-NJ) introduced leqgislation to expand access to housing
counseling and assistance for households struggling to remain in their homes
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Administration

WHITE HOUSE
¢ White House Council of Economic Adviser Jared Bernstein defended President
Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 stimulus plan.
¢ Notice on the continuation of the national emergency concerning the COVID-
19 pandemic.
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Articles of Interest

e 2/24 The Washington Post published an article titled, “Focus on fate of $15
minimum wage in Senate as House prepares to take up Biden’s $1.9
trillion relief bill.”

e 2/24 Politico published an article titled, “Democrats’ $1.9 Covid aid bill faces
the Senate chopping block.”

e 2/24 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Democrats’
minimum-wage push hinges on Senate ruling.”

e 2/23 The Washington Post published an article titled, “Moderate Senate
Democrats target state aid fund in Biden Covid relief bill.”

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE

Congressional

HOUSE
e Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez (D-NY) introduced new legislation to combat vaccine
hesitancy and misinformation around the vaccine, especially in communities of
color. The Building COVID-19 Vaccine Confidence Act of 2021 would direct
the CDC to fund grants to state, local, territorial, and tribal health departments
to conduct outreach on the vaccine’s safety and efficacy.
SENATE

e Sens. Tim Scott (R-SC), Brian Schatz (D-HI), and Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)
reintroduced the bipartisan Telehealth Modernization Act, which would update
coverage restrictions that have long provided life-saving telehealth services for
many of the nation’s roughly 61 million Medicare beneficiaries.

e Sens. Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) and Susan Collins (R-ME) re-introduced
bipartisan legislation to reduce healthcare costs and ensure parity for Veterans
impacted by the COVID19 pandemic. The No Coronavirus Copays for
Veterans Act would ensure that Veterans who receive health care from the
Veterans Health Administration (VHA) are not liable for out-of-pocket costs
for qualifying coronavirus preventive services.

Administration

THE WHITE HOUSE
e The White House released a fact sheet on President Joe Biden's new effort to
deliver 25 million masks to disadvantaged U.S. communities to curb the COVID-
19 pandemic.
e The White House released a fact sheet on President Joe Biden’s upcoming
Executive Order, “Securing America’s Critical Supply Chains.”

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
e The FDA issued a safety communication to inform patients and healthcare
providers that pulse oximeters have limitations and a risk of inaccuracy under
certain circumstances.

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFftE4ZiwEPJ6wgqSChtsljKc9G7TMVnC5Dzbe-Pp3KDa_p0Od22y5iY9wBShXCsCFODLr9tXQly3os_hXLKTAUNDkAdLNjAg66lBQgFPKaeX9twjE2q-s4jV6igi-ZX8gNYq9BndtfI1hH6iQ_QG8QuM8sfeV0Hcln4ZGW0r-LGMyshHm-JobSGBf6sGkmStv5&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFftE4ZiwEPJ6wgqSChtsljKc9G7TMVnC5Dzbe-Pp3KDa_p0Od22y5iY9wBShXCsCFODLr9tXQly3os_hXLKTAUNDkAdLNjAg66lBQgFPKaeX9twjE2q-s4jV6igi-ZX8gNYq9BndtfI1hH6iQ_QG8QuM8sfeV0Hcln4ZGW0r-LGMyshHm-JobSGBf6sGkmStv5&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFftE4ZiwEPJ6wgqSChtsljKc9G7TMVnC5Dzbe-Pp3KDa_p0Od22y5iY9wBShXCsCFODLr9tXQly3os_hXLKTAUNDkAdLNjAg66lBQgFPKaeX9twjE2q-s4jV6igi-ZX8gNYq9BndtfI1hH6iQ_QG8QuM8sfeV0Hcln4ZGW0r-LGMyshHm-JobSGBf6sGkmStv5&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFft2PoLAQJoMTyH_KqkcI6Bnic4nCj3YJDmfCOgiP0uT_jhudPJ27TSfVR7CmYSsc0PLibycpiKiHpMGf2G2QpgtHX43DewTGJoJ2ZhW093Bpy-VxiOolMuMMzhPvcN1BU5VWg45woToLrrcARAtUwBU1-MNWq3I1-VD-PgDYJIz4=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFft2PoLAQJoMTyH_KqkcI6Bnic4nCj3YJDmfCOgiP0uT_jhudPJ27TSfVR7CmYSsc0PLibycpiKiHpMGf2G2QpgtHX43DewTGJoJ2ZhW093Bpy-VxiOolMuMMzhPvcN1BU5VWg45woToLrrcARAtUwBU1-MNWq3I1-VD-PgDYJIz4=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfLWXMYNrwMt66xDOW5piLpPkSvqT-oAqLOzES05MnG1R8eKWvdwz2Jt3PE2SEqoSaYK4Qa6vAnk2vybKPAOQA8JDramdkNLAY8qzXCXF_nKS6QKmrPut20imb5KJGvuFYGugL6Swxc7ry23x-H33JWm219bGztmHZm_1BbWOcmns=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfLWXMYNrwMt66xDOW5piLpPkSvqT-oAqLOzES05MnG1R8eKWvdwz2Jt3PE2SEqoSaYK4Qa6vAnk2vybKPAOQA8JDramdkNLAY8qzXCXF_nKS6QKmrPut20imb5KJGvuFYGugL6Swxc7ry23x-H33JWm219bGztmHZm_1BbWOcmns=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFff5ctpeRnqCuwnYag3TnO1JwvqTD46stZTHVki4qaNHuyYCANe2nl1uAowX3iXuoOr3y-PG_6GqTO3NwZuP0w2mYWFbs0Hmrr3Juij7CheUBs_tu2JrFoveD7J7e8ptPlBTLLepwrmEdG8EmmqxIKrAA-oF4XTG07GmpUaknkapc=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFff5ctpeRnqCuwnYag3TnO1JwvqTD46stZTHVki4qaNHuyYCANe2nl1uAowX3iXuoOr3y-PG_6GqTO3NwZuP0w2mYWFbs0Hmrr3Juij7CheUBs_tu2JrFoveD7J7e8ptPlBTLLepwrmEdG8EmmqxIKrAA-oF4XTG07GmpUaknkapc=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfj_Uq8ikq8BKztr7hKqYASfHmcYG5CcnWK57oNikpddm5DsGnM6CUMB4OJSwUDL3KUAAcYZ9tRVREsQN93Ydt2L4yiWVMpB2Lpi_GkV7AOqydiYqX5OujcIiUrKVa1Urw_wrIqwRhy9G9o_bxYG7jf4yzBBjOX0b-CRfQYloevy8S8P8-B5bysj22TCzgr2nNsSr9UI15edVtF9rn8l1blA==&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfnKBiJLXAgaY6AEICnG9mGZelMTU5I_jCpb39hDpDuD61S6j9ygpZ_VUKATqzkdkDVHeZ2Dh5NM7AGqTdnsJtvqVaKLdWZvG6Nu-hbD3Sx3OX3d6FmEAzBe5Tlsp7au1yDkoGXfE4rY8rxU3oZ_JJstCkZ4wyfltMaTsw_4Gd6O4S0CO4PdbP9sj-OeY2n-UfUBIlFYXiUoRq1Jsg-1ytQvhAmRSgSW_xes4avAKza46jFrXqpZaH171Q0xF89hPMimj0wOmbLUqOipnHcCmHJtYPCO-dkqh1&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfnKBiJLXAgaY6AEICnG9mGZelMTU5I_jCpb39hDpDuD61S6j9ygpZ_VUKATqzkdkDVHeZ2Dh5NM7AGqTdnsJtvqVaKLdWZvG6Nu-hbD3Sx3OX3d6FmEAzBe5Tlsp7au1yDkoGXfE4rY8rxU3oZ_JJstCkZ4wyfltMaTsw_4Gd6O4S0CO4PdbP9sj-OeY2n-UfUBIlFYXiUoRq1Jsg-1ytQvhAmRSgSW_xes4avAKza46jFrXqpZaH171Q0xF89hPMimj0wOmbLUqOipnHcCmHJtYPCO-dkqh1&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfnKBiJLXAgaY6AEICnG9mGZelMTU5I_jCpb39hDpDuD61S6j9ygpZ_VUKATqzkdkDVHeZ2Dh5NM7AGqTdnsJtvqVaKLdWZvG6Nu-hbD3Sx3OX3d6FmEAzBe5Tlsp7au1yDkoGXfE4rY8rxU3oZ_JJstCkZ4wyfltMaTsw_4Gd6O4S0CO4PdbP9sj-OeY2n-UfUBIlFYXiUoRq1Jsg-1ytQvhAmRSgSW_xes4avAKza46jFrXqpZaH171Q0xF89hPMimj0wOmbLUqOipnHcCmHJtYPCO-dkqh1&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFf970HfF72b5SFiwNzr7xzILSoy2IQtkSGxHoXX28fG6tqREXxaHNAsLFV4xmtWrKmHHn6ikHRIuv53JXOKIS_F67_rVI5DaI85jHwpBFjhmpYPRtV0s7It56Cnze7GdWS1yQ1c0f-eBtQ6lg40JYFmjJpojFkck0shp0eqpFMbQcDwMTcYlVgzyWKn3QhTXFw1GQy8UBDwsccX1TvPt51dCIU3uP9X_L2sg6Ga20oEeo5aE2kZRG9qrkFKYXPc_OpxO9kCODX1RkyIFaw5tbPT0s_WWfIRNvt-_E4ywYBGHV3Vtoa2ZeNzEw-T4nEm5JWutxlAghnIAXz7vRu_xJejw==&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFf970HfF72b5SFiwNzr7xzILSoy2IQtkSGxHoXX28fG6tqREXxaHNAsLFV4xmtWrKmHHn6ikHRIuv53JXOKIS_F67_rVI5DaI85jHwpBFjhmpYPRtV0s7It56Cnze7GdWS1yQ1c0f-eBtQ6lg40JYFmjJpojFkck0shp0eqpFMbQcDwMTcYlVgzyWKn3QhTXFw1GQy8UBDwsccX1TvPt51dCIU3uP9X_L2sg6Ga20oEeo5aE2kZRG9qrkFKYXPc_OpxO9kCODX1RkyIFaw5tbPT0s_WWfIRNvt-_E4ywYBGHV3Vtoa2ZeNzEw-T4nEm5JWutxlAghnIAXz7vRu_xJejw==&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfi3byybeLrz8NKGjI8KhwXEcGm3b6S2TSGrAGmG6_hy7waFaVoA0zk_ravbnOiGPYMJSGZtcKxjQgci5DQx2X0G0UafVEO-L5z2ud_oipFw5rmZ37cEzlVUfnU9tMp-iWPK0I_IOFATmj4kPii6maIlBzSFd-x85tNqwb7ykfQKXMr8CjAuDb6nB7nFrI4y_rvQ_in4polBWhXHyNW5kE3IANBsw3es3vJqf55H-nm3fHgpBn0YWSB4dJkY2gWl3gbql5elrXZyoGsnHh0J3dwXZ-9yrcIUHesS50Im3tsCk=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDg1W-TWqCipTcZg7NwREJWLTzdW30bXeV7euZPzAwElkru_zcXVNthJ_FrbF1kBxOdQq-vrbI-tu0YaZ2xtQKnE9UjR4muR7enYKUV0T7sIOKB7BBBq7CrXcrwKZ-qTDewUiFqbm1SOUVB7i7jQzAiv5GL4rzi9MS2li-ZADM2I1B-4lq0ffPgo5HDxgfhkjFqaStNl1xMdINualgc1Wbr1adCNv4acWdNT5_OLCvHH5aX-M0T31gDE=&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aUYQ0TP3jpfqDnehyAaiXOS30k2D5cw54wuZny9IOWFIOaudJd2gDt5iVVV7AjFfySVJO7c-397Z0GhGFPUrsiexnhKV8pXtpg4yWhxVQL8T63GKaxHFdJhDrp6xKo2DjzPvzfRZl2J-50LMG5jZfuNCA5gMddTJ9WTrVYe4xLf_I75mmzbktFuriNF1SJ8ai04BIcyx19M4eUlTKJoXi0BDIKD87Tcm1d2eajghP1UT5mnosZmw2eVjFecjyEbClgs5WzTI33i0Kz--aWPTyw==&c=DRl37nHHfGwDK2BW3hpEIBLrgCVpNh214QWr8FnIT53glBMs4w_oMA==&ch=cSwosp-vdW5HA6aFzkYPr8TMt854mXOdpNK29FdvCRk4wSd9h3b1jg==

e CDC published a webpage titled, "VaccineFinder Public Display Checklist for
Providers using the COVID Locating Health Provider Portal.”

e CDC published a webpage titled, "How CDC Determines the Level for COVID-
19 Travel Health Notices."

e CDC published a Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) titled,
"Community Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 at Three Fitness Facilities — Hawaii,
June—July 2020."

e CDC published a Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) titled,
"COVID-19 Outbreak Among Attendees of an Exercise Facility — Chicago,
lllinois, August—September 2020."

Articles of Interest

e 2/23 The Atlantic published an article titled, “A Simple Rule of Thumb for
Knowing When the Pandemic Is Over.”

e 2/23 The New York Times published an article titled, “Studies Examine
Variant Surging in California, and the News Isn’t Good.”

e 2/23 CNN published an article titled, “Almost a third of people with 'mild’
Covid-19 still battle symptoms months later, study finds.”

e 2/24 The Atlantic published an article titled, “Coronavirus Reinfection Will
Soon Become Our Reality.”

e 2/24 Axios published an article titled, “For children, the COVID surge isn't
over.”
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