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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY 
 
Today, on his first full day in office, President Joe 
Biden issued 10 executive orders to tackle the 
COVID-19 crisis. Among other things, these 
directives leverage the Defense Production Act to 
prioritize and boost manufacturing of supplies 
necessary to combat the virus; establish a new 
pandemic testing board; commit the U.S. to rejoin the 
World Health Organization; extend the bans on home 
evictions and foreclosures; extend the freeze on 
federal student loan repayments; and create or 
reestablish federal positions to handle the pandemic 
response. 
 
President Biden also unveiled a 21-page 
summary of his National Strategy for the COVID-
19 Response and PandemicResponse. The plan 
aims to scale up vaccination, expand testing and 
masking, restore public trust, safely reopen schools 
and businesses, and advance racial equity. However, 
Biden warned that the U.S. will experience a "dark 
winter" and stated "it's going to take months before 
we can get the majority of Americans vaccinated." 
 

LATEST STATISTICS 

 
37,960,000 COVID-19 vaccines 
have been distributed in the U.S 
and 15,053,257 Americans have 
received the first dose.  
 
There are a total 
of 97,308,604 confirmed cases 
worldwide, 2,085,095 deaths and 
53,637,920 people have 
recovered. 
 
There are 24,570,340 confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus in the 
U.S. and 408,877 deaths. 
 

LATEST PMJ 
RESOURCES 

 
Drug Shortage and Medical 
Supply Chain Tracker 
 
Coronavirus State Reopening 
Tracker 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWsDatuD1xGNfI3edFKpEsf58Z6B0ycskaygAByKAmKrgwwvIkhp0hOEg5-ZczFyei2BNTSd7iAwScCPKE3QQKpEqAjVgs4zE6ufLWJLu_Yt_ltOuoRGE13xV4ELjhfsydiy7HDRpb3GoTU6TWtbBPsqpzDFG098s5-pbFFkVV2O9jW7jGmBYpwSZbaqaRA3apupPPENM_huOGbbZf8UPGXZ9fiNwLvVsSvzE7U612BW&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWsDatuD1xGNGc7mI5MJTrTzyANtz3k42_oM2GnrfOS7EN9VsQVD4qrmen7qXLcE5Yf3-2aTPQypyOv3AfPmY8e3oTzq4tm5Y8O_Re-wqy5SATJQk5PbMA-IHaB52HBFwI1fyBlH60_XipmHyGR9TuLl5VUUC0yxiJXOZc0ispV3WUvZiMKIqZC60QaIjbXL4xO1_cIWQGS6V9XioppF29uUXpjZY9TwoPl1yYPM_e280xTUIt8LWCe5BUawwND0qg==&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWsDatuD1xGNGc7mI5MJTrTzyANtz3k42_oM2GnrfOS7EN9VsQVD4qrmen7qXLcE5Yf3-2aTPQypyOv3AfPmY8e3oTzq4tm5Y8O_Re-wqy5SATJQk5PbMA-IHaB52HBFwI1fyBlH60_XipmHyGR9TuLl5VUUC0yxiJXOZc0ispV3WUvZiMKIqZC60QaIjbXL4xO1_cIWQGS6V9XioppF29uUXpjZY9TwoPl1yYPM_e280xTUIt8LWCe5BUawwND0qg==&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWsDatuD1xGN0XZ4PPteBP3bysBdEVY-H82lZv-Yon1dBy69ql7E7d93wW08yNgEGJYtzeHwTqkwlVghvMyVJuC4DGg3j3WyvZM323-xUgkezCOX-CllGBj6f9WlkMf7B6sM7OvzCJ1o0Pm56vS33zixFDRYD04ZjaK9bMspprk-L8iOHZjTdC9yX2hgvoACMLdAdDIntMSb2-HE5QAr9ekJlXvJJqOQhUSe6Qwgt_T9CgQAIgDvEGY=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWsDatuD1xGN0XZ4PPteBP3bysBdEVY-H82lZv-Yon1dBy69ql7E7d93wW08yNgEGJYtzeHwTqkwlVghvMyVJuC4DGg3j3WyvZM323-xUgkezCOX-CllGBj6f9WlkMf7B6sM7OvzCJ1o0Pm56vS33zixFDRYD04ZjaK9bMspprk-L8iOHZjTdC9yX2hgvoACMLdAdDIntMSb2-HE5QAr9ekJlXvJJqOQhUSe6Qwgt_T9CgQAIgDvEGY=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWsDatuD1xGNGc7mI5MJTrTzyANtz3k42_oM2GnrfOS7EN9VsQVD4qrmen7qXLcE5Yf3-2aTPQypyOv3AfPmY8e3oTzq4tm5Y8O_Re-wqy5SATJQk5PbMA-IHaB52HBFwI1fyBlH60_XipmHyGR9TuLl5VUUC0yxiJXOZc0ispV3WUvZiMKIqZC60QaIjbXL4xO1_cIWQGS6V9XioppF29uUXpjZY9TwoPl1yYPM_e280xTUIt8LWCe5BUawwND0qg==&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbbCss-5SDxVhKpXfopBtASkJ_4KdBogbbtbUWwyml8e4Fv-1HGZGbuLi8nAq-Uu45V_L1lzHMq8w3AH9yI7CLMtB9zrjqBKrjhK6jZzXEI2IOuIi_sN-mi92AGoh-TjRFDUnry9DkHbG&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbbCss-5SDxVhKpXfopBtASkJ_4KdBogbbtbUWwyml8e4Fv-1HGZGbuLi8nAq-Uu45V_L1lzHMq8w3AH9yI7CLMtB9zrjqBKrjhK6jZzXEI2IOuIi_sN-mi92AGoh-TjRFDUnry9DkHbG&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbct3txeGsfaje3O6UTbzN39W32NyWiwhRuXtejBdHf1xl-_ikJ9CI6tKta6XFNAXbusohpJsA1-UzZmMFerpoMkQyY_6OIyrBRono7_vn6tx&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbZPqRMMkb6zzCupNQ3GOvIzBFxVZH2m7i3kTUFo0UisNhA2XQZqk3I7TCBr2JCeGrv1OYjrLb-jEQgy2ac4eOc7q97r-ZKc8Cm_Ihi0_JYZxjHlUGOnQW8uOeESmUEEgg0j6D8X5ycvqwn22jsxChbW-O7cc5JhDxSJ6IBgFEjlp8ArfPv6Wgk4=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbZPqRMMkb6zzCupNQ3GOvIzBFxVZH2m7i3kTUFo0UisNhA2XQZqk3I7TCBr2JCeGrv1OYjrLb-jEQgy2ac4eOc7q97r-ZKc8Cm_Ihi0_JYZxjHlUGOnQW8uOeESmUEEgg0j6D8X5ycvqwn22jsxChbW-O7cc5JhDxSJ6IBgFEjlp8ArfPv6Wgk4=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWD1lWS7uZCxkXDgF_LCxA9baQ-OT7Q1D9zcf4JwR9eFrByU6hZYu2ORNZGRnUe8Bxwl-qdnwo9W1UG4m_nWu6l-fyGW2rXg6BRYFQyGOT-JpCqCaXSSVl0Pz6b-XZEsLUjeQXNfnJ-r2wA9Y31HmE3WhD8p063vhOKG1VLdWAFboDAWS65WTYs=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWD1lWS7uZCxkXDgF_LCxA9baQ-OT7Q1D9zcf4JwR9eFrByU6hZYu2ORNZGRnUe8Bxwl-qdnwo9W1UG4m_nWu6l-fyGW2rXg6BRYFQyGOT-JpCqCaXSSVl0Pz6b-XZEsLUjeQXNfnJ-r2wA9Y31HmE3WhD8p063vhOKG1VLdWAFboDAWS65WTYs=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==


In preparation to pass additional aid, House 
Democratic leaders have rearranged the chamber's 
schedule in order to allow relevant committees to 
consider various provisions in President Biden's relief 
package next week. Today, Speaker Pelosi (D-
CA) told reporters the new package could be 
brought to the floor as soon as the week of February 
1.  
 
Since our last update, the Food and Drug 
Administration has released guidance related to the 
pandemic. Please see below for more details.  
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ECONOMIC UPDATE  

 

Congressional 
 
SENATE 

• Senate Banking Committee incoming Chairman Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and 
Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) sent a letter to the Federal Housing Finance Agency 
(FHFA) requesting clarification on the FHFA’s policy regarding loan sales by 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Congressional 
 
WHITE HOUSE 

• President Biden issued an Executive Order titled, “Organizing and Mobilizing 
the United States Government to Provide a Unified and Effective 
Response to Combat COVID-19 and to Provide United States Leadership 
on Global Health and Security.” 

• President Biden extended the pause on federal student loan payments and 
collections and kept the interest rate at 0%.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWsDatuD1xGN8z-ElT-6RyB5ZzjQNt0E8W7CJ5tVgqezDE3MuV5Q74Vn7B43T0HqXPFAzQqTd2hzcCNsgd4B6-f9Fhu3hu0e0YRhbn5Ec0cJtYy_zpYRuzlWrIq9_qWLvW6dvphgCO7uttXwwZP41rFfDJGX1pexo3R-Kw_2x3oybYzF2FWY2wShxFj5VvtwsNUapSgDXdms&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbYF-PQPIhRdVBYv2BgjKTW2lF4DoRE7T0Yffw1X8HnyrKwrbG4xXCzgpUOlV68LS5L6BSgqcfg7wLY0Fwow7QxnyuxTBR1-QLtCOpWlECJZabOcxPxfJKkqdi-FSpbGOMF7b1G3Po6TVfXwSnVhNhG8uYfM6PBBEwOMiksrgSQSsFBC741Fu2cw=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbas1LuI_YFBHgC83ma8rmGpkZHJiwnb8IE-1lE8XEavlduZuW5iE4PgA6UyEH1HVRR_ULYKaTzdvrnpNMTVqZCOKPDyKR5HYl_PnEpnXqpNcp6J-80XkOp-olcUuILOlQBkCQCCgVlUOyMdPIg_uy72gcbHF33aRvc6LPoGu1rfJMipMNyyU7N8=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbWtmxRrZWo4L3mvCxpJ8bjhnwyCZF7O7bmnI4PspHjo1fImlrdWZeLG4BgM0O1kmpdMwFr8sOZ8FWC2klAArbCVTZAangQPxtC7hSAzkJd6IW1WFBzOogjTtME1MfvV9k6cV4Lu078dPExKWiWqH63Tb5ZgpCpiQtYiPCIs1ubOPHCSyzIbBRr0=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbf3uJC_qrn5J29YSZvYRCVA96pJn_Okmlyg4-YVFNlI9MLm9ZRgjA3w1ue061TSq2vayJEFP6MGxjM5ozAwRFOUJ2BYEev6peoZs8-dViRdu_6L4IoVQOxagJkde1fzLCtpFAYLyLpODXSgTJ0BYTJAi-Rzql8UG5u43D3lXUw0AFfBeeg2XC4g=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbf3uJC_qrn5J29YSZvYRCVA96pJn_Okmlyg4-YVFNlI9MLm9ZRgjA3w1ue061TSq2vayJEFP6MGxjM5ozAwRFOUJ2BYEev6peoZs8-dViRdu_6L4IoVQOxagJkde1fzLCtpFAYLyLpODXSgTJ0BYTJAi-Rzql8UG5u43D3lXUw0AFfBeeg2XC4g=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbe4X1xyXZxNvZMpFzVRsCPMGTzFWB7A6tiD4ma0Vb_rfSU2zgDazBfdhqSekBFwDi9yt0r34dgR1VcEaR-h4SSVL0ydqg-GJjg9lG2RmoA-QLeVxbAp4-o9TswEEMrKvPHU3N37SkikZatCl9bQDIlZFEJalj22ozG6KI8DH4O5wVmig8HDoHF4=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbe4X1xyXZxNvZMpFzVRsCPMGTzFWB7A6tiD4ma0Vb_rfSU2zgDazBfdhqSekBFwDi9yt0r34dgR1VcEaR-h4SSVL0ydqg-GJjg9lG2RmoA-QLeVxbAp4-o9TswEEMrKvPHU3N37SkikZatCl9bQDIlZFEJalj22ozG6KI8DH4O5wVmig8HDoHF4=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbYs0CMLTvNwsST7VPiUasj6dW9zV2lfQaYsXf3DJpyMRC6suoPXBKTaxgfdkapLOL9Wi-Dw0zeOdOvXM7lEs90REJlk2XKrSIvFeP50NtbK1l3gJt-mX8mRJpftabRzQiQWG22-m7bTGjkk0-HW-KW4kg-GKziWCG76cBnItKSeBwDNQBbeNvho=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbUwzocjw_DI0p1BmFBoiRAXbX7GPMv5x57_FSY_eKefbv3r5WvenT-yerYESOsXjHOLoZu6soIT6hfkIBVOQrqkr4ke4SNf5u5F6vXXJ54niWL-Pc8a-WVXi8SxneveBH1nXGEuy0WTBwYD4gZSE2UaJ6cx78jPbE0rSoNKD7KMOkZCIifSP2UI=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbXyiLOzFb7bHOZt7oZ7KJj6IlzuE0U9S51rYDVREKwv7AcLQjKU62FqK-P-xlaG-PaYhPFiMvExNhqG7PN_W_pgpni6Jm6rWRAMyUMMlnvyKu6oq71cbTEgeS0Hd_j0fVsph7wjEOPzRGYRdbQ5oprpHRt_MjMOtfkjsvs86uNh4L1uafgs_eow=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7C9wnEsNltXYnZ3y_k0II3B-m7ep33VMUNYT1-0DbRm7QWrevKpbel6FIsJFa9MPpH4IrhQWUkxBJxpJukreHE2cSK3BQqFdHu63zYc4NW0hUnWZU-7_T5Fng3I0zASIx0WSO8tl9EHa4q0lPff5LnuPbSC7YijmXMb8YvTPxrOxb3pBNbtZdbIr97rv27w61zoDOfIQC15x4PC29fzZBGaZP8cNHQCrJGprAkTy3Q=&c=-3xC6bwCAis12XSOXYps1KrvsrQDiEOhFMtxRt9maFrSsaLZGPC5-w==&ch=rS1aXQKEtzBdFJqku3rQSrClLIvnbhApjRIZKm5y8ArGIzCHdyakzg==
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TREASURY 
• The Treasury Department announced new staff members who will serve in 

senior roles “as the country faces a deep economic downturn triggered by a 
global pandemic.”  

 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (SBA) 

• The Small Business Administration announced it has approved approximately 
60,000 Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan applications submitted by 
nearly 3,000 lenders, for over $5 billion in lending.  

 
COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION (CFTC) 

• The Commodity Futures Trading Commission announced the Market 
Participants Division (MPD) and the Division of Market Oversight (DMO) are 
providing a short continuation of limited parts of the temporary no-action relief 
used in response to the COVID-19 pandemic that expired on January 15, 2021.  

 

Articles of Interest 
• 1/21 Politico published an article titled, “Democrats weigh their stimulus 

options: Go big or go fast.” 
• 1/21 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “U.S. unemployment 

claims remained elevated last week.”  
• 1/21 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Biden moves to set 

Covid-19 workplace-safety rules.”  

• 1/21 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Biden’s agenda 
depends on success in curbing Covid-19 pandemic.”   

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 

 

Congressional 
 
HOUSE 

• Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) penned a Dear Colleague on President Biden's 
Day One Executive Actions 

• Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) issued a statement on the milestone of 400,000 
American lives lost to the coronavirus. 

 

Administration 
 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES  

• NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci delivered remarks at the World Health 
Organization Executive Board Meeting. 

 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

• NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins penned a blog post titled, "Trying to Make 
Sense of Long COVID Syndrome." 

 
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 

• CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky issued a statement on extending the 
eviction moratorium until at least March 31, 2021.  
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FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION  
• FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn and Frank Yiannas, Deputy 

Commissioner of Food Policy and Response penned a FDA Voices blog post 
titled, "Unleashing the Power of FDA Data to Support COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution to Food and Agriculture Workers." 

• The FDA issued a new guidance, “Policy for Testing of Alcohol (Ethanol) and 
Isopropyl Alcohol for Methanol, Including During the Public Health Emergency 
(COVID-19),” to notify drug manufacturers and compounders of FDA’s policy on 
certain testing procedures on all lots of alcohol and isopropyl alcohol prior to 
manufacturing to prevent methanol contamination or substitution in drugs. 

• The FDA created a new collaboration with the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology (NIST) through a memorandum of understanding (MOU). This 
MOU is intended to increase U.S. medical supply chain resilience and 
advanced domestic manufacturing of pharmaceuticals, biopharmaceuticals and 
medical devices—including those necessary to fight the COVID-19 pandemic—
through adoption of 21st century manufacturing technologies. 

• The FDA updated its “Investigational COVID-19 Convalescent Plasma” 
guidance and corresponding webpage. The revisions provide 
recommendations regarding when individuals who have received an 
investigational COVID-19 vaccine as a participant in a clinical trial, or received 
an authorized or licensed COVID-19 vaccine, qualify as convalescent plasma 
donors. In addition, the agency has extended the period of enforcement 
discretion described in the guidance. 

• The FDA posted updated information on its website for blood establishments 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and blood donation.  

 

Articles of Interest 
• 1/20 The Hill published an article titled, “Pence delivers coronavirus task 

force report to Biden.” 
• 1/20 Bloomberg published an article titled, “COVID Death Rate in U.S. 

Expected to Dip Further in Next Month.” 
• 1/21 Politico published an article titled, “Biden to sign 10 executive orders 

aimed at turning around the pandemic.” 
• 1/21 Stat published an article titled, “The 10 Biden officials to watch on the 

COVID-19 response.” 

• 1/21 ProPublica published an article titled, “How Many Vaccine Shots Go to 
Waste? Several States Aren’t Counting.” 
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