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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY 

 
Today, Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 
announced there will be no votes in the Senate until 
September 8, unless there is a deal on COVID 
legislation.  
 
With the majority of House and Senate lawmakers 
returning to their home states for the next couple of 
weeks, it appears as though an agreement on the 
next coronavirus relief package may not be reached 
until September at the earliest.  
 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin called Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi (D-CA) yesterday to discuss restarting talks. 
However, the conversation resulted in her and Senate 
Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) accusing 
the White House of "not budging." The Democratic 
leaders stated they are "willing to resume 
negotiations" once Secretary Mnuchin and White 

LATEST STATISTICS 

 
There are a total 
of 20,728,874 confirmed cases 
worldwide, 751,448 deaths and 
12,875,123 people have 
recovered. 

 
There are 5,236,599confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus in the 
U.S., 166,777 deaths and 
1,755,225 people have 
recovered.  
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House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows "start tak[ing] 
this process seriously."  

 
In addition, Secretary Mnuchin announced on FOX 
Business that President Trump's Executive Order 
(EO) to defer payroll taxes would be "voluntary." 
However, Secretary Mnuchin indicated he believes 
"many small businesses will do this and pass on the 
benefits."  
 
Since our last update, the Department of Labor 
published additional guidance related to the 
pandemic. Please see below for more details. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 

 

Congressional 
 
HOUSE: 

• Reps. Pallone (D-NJ), Eshoo (D-CA), and DeGette (D-CO) sent oversight letters to 
nine health and dental insurance companies seeking information on their policies and 
practices amid the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) joined MSNBC’s Morning Joe to discuss the House-passed 
Heroes Act, the latest on the COVID-19 response package and other news of the day. 

  

Administration 

 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES  

• HHS announced combined investments of $6.5 million in two commercial diagnostic 
laboratories to expand capacity to conduct up to 4 million additional SARS-CoV-2 per 
month.  

 
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION  

• The FDA published an online Consumer Update with tips on how we can each take 
some simple steps to help slow the spread of the coronavirus disease and protect 
ourselves, our families and our communities.  

• The FDA recently cleared for marketing in the United States a surgical gown and 
three polymer patient examination gloves. These gloves and gowns are intended to be 
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worn for medical purposes to provide a barrier against potentially infectious materials 
and other contaminants, including for use during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Articles of Interest 
• 8/12 The New York Times published an article titled, “Health Experts Warn About 

Perils of New Virus Data Collection System.” 
• 8/12 The Washington Post published an article titled, “U.S. reports highest number of 

covid-19 deaths in one day since mid-May.” 
• 8/12 Morning Consult published an article titled, “Mandatory COVID-19 Testing for 

Students Has Broad Support; Over Half Would Back Requiring Vaccinations.” 
• 8/13 Axios published an article titled, “We're doing a lot less coronavirus testing.” 
• 8/13 Bloomberg Businessweek published an article titled, “Biometric Tracking Can 

Ensure Billions Have Immunity Against Covid-19.” 
 

  

  

ECONOMIC UPDATE 

 

Congressional 
 
SENATE: 

• Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Senator Jeff 
Merkley (D-OR) sent a letter to President Trump urging him to restore full funding to 
states to cover the cost of the National Guard response to COVID-19.  

• Senator John Kennedy (R-LA) sent a letter to Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC) Chairman Jelena McWilliams urging her not to allow industrial loan companies 
(ILCs) to take advantage of a loophole in the Bank Holding Company Act during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Administration 

 
WHITE HOUSE: 

• The White House Council of Economic Advisers released a report stating relief 

spending significantly reduced the economic impact caused by COVID-19.  
 
TREASURY: 

• Secretary Mnuchin issued a statement regarding Speaker Pelosi’s comments on the 
coronavirus aid negotiations.  

 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (SBA): 

• The SBA released a summary of cumulative Paycheck Protection Program data as of 
August 8.  

 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:  

• U.S. Chamber letter to Secretary Mnuchin on implementation of the Executive Order 
deferring payroll tax obligations in light of the ongoing COVID-19 disaster.  

 

Articles of Interest 
• 8/13 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “WSJ Survey: Benefits of 

Extra Unemployment Aid Outweigh Work Disincentive.” 
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• 8/13 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Trump’s Payroll-Tax Deferral 
Plans Spur Confusion.” 

• 8/12 The Washington Post published an article titled, “Relief talks stumble again as 
Trump asserts a deal is ‘not going to happen.’” 

• 8/12 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Coronavirus Negotiators 
Remain ‘Miles Apart,’ Pelosi Says.” 

 

  

  

LABOR UPDATE 

 

Administration 

 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

• DOL published an Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims Report for the week 
ending August 8.  

• DOL announced the release of guidance to help states implement the Lost Wages 
Assistance (LWA) program. LWA is authorized by Presidential Memorandum, and 
provides claimants in most Unemployment Insurance (UI) programs up to $400 per 
week additional benefits, starting with weeks of unemployment ending on or after Aug. 
1, 2020, and ending Dec. 27, 2020 at the latest.  

 

  

  

SUPPLY CHAIN/CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE  
 

• Please click here to view a readout of today’s FEMA-led COVID-19 call. 
 

  

  

Please note this daily update may not encompass all public guidance documents on 
implementation; as such, we encourage you to review public agency websites. Please let us 

know of any questions. 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9N_F9GwKnRRQNRYi9GyPk3SJ7DN8qwDLj6TaLqStaNH_za1BNP3DaOw1YZNhLFZuvkVXIb8aQL6rsx4yRw7SZIZlRppnDEmAR9h-kcIC9tBrbg4t1ei-QEz1EayoJRb6bfXoFzUQ8xkN9WjEIMf2CcqTL46E1TRsVBQ4-PZaF1MY=&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9N_F9GwKnRRQNRYi9GyPk3SJ7DN8qwDLj6TaLqStaNH_za1BNP3DaOw1YZNhLFZuvkVXIb8aQL6rsx4yRw7SZIZlRppnDEmAR9h-kcIC9tBrbg4t1ei-QEz1EayoJRb6bfXoFzUQ8xkN9WjEIMf2CcqTL46E1TRsVBQ4-PZaF1MY=&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9JZyr0MzQLGhUwObAX2B7yvuSalUU-dT4U__3gSgsWRVDl3MYykQ6Bu6Kh2ht1pZVWMjrmhmmRmXj3mFdx3-JIn68yAGDsDZlJTkjvWQDuUXOhsFtDfv-izux60dH-9muJqqAnA1yoc7cL8jN_dY5pwU_dUZj3WurmV2W1E0yy7pcVr2-3qxl8w==&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9JZyr0MzQLGhUwObAX2B7yvuSalUU-dT4U__3gSgsWRVDl3MYykQ6Bu6Kh2ht1pZVWMjrmhmmRmXj3mFdx3-JIn68yAGDsDZlJTkjvWQDuUXOhsFtDfv-izux60dH-9muJqqAnA1yoc7cL8jN_dY5pwU_dUZj3WurmV2W1E0yy7pcVr2-3qxl8w==&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9oS06eY9JHIN2NWDIdx2LO37-B2nLJ9m0soJEPq6uAGS1RNWusuHhI5OMmr1hRaSdlXH2IFdZCPXs06al8WUVOmVY78kFZvaUFJBjgyiKmoNpEaS3QLm24420UJtPGDIKTqwJHMflxQB1tbowpMJbRLrieMNB6ayDsBRzLpGRhOX2BWVyXQLnrw==&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9oS06eY9JHIN2NWDIdx2LO37-B2nLJ9m0soJEPq6uAGS1RNWusuHhI5OMmr1hRaSdlXH2IFdZCPXs06al8WUVOmVY78kFZvaUFJBjgyiKmoNpEaS3QLm24420UJtPGDIKTqwJHMflxQB1tbowpMJbRLrieMNB6ayDsBRzLpGRhOX2BWVyXQLnrw==&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb92_KJ-2D0vhwMs3WIfJvFdqWqRmzBF_HLzuHsW3_T4DORpznMUioRf64qyB3kD43wvoXPJ6Tr2O_RbuA4G1w4UrVaB2B40iOufb3F0iu7u4R3qE60FJnyAvyhNf3iyc9keeOxaZN1TooMpZegXYAf6mYT85iZFg-OFqu-Kp7nI4E=&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9IE6-fXL0B7KXx-TFDHZGkeTFx8RGg8Fa6UZHJjym208PPfd8u_rVE---m7zOMZiDit1GcHPnahuraR5OttdqUkXQt8lf5PV72Mub0YFmcJ6hBma3xLoPRHsaw7koUuTU&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013ervRT2kPzr86degXc7kbpOB-eA-qc3hLSy7nTFA2JCZ1WhTV4LdL_XIKAW6VFb9TEafhZtKSwvkrZsk9QN83aDkbkNnFLdoQfcBnt-neHk3C07F4_cEov5tPyskUxQ-1kxf-CddqvkzMndL_QdOIX6Nbgp9E5QnWT2MC_viVVa8-ioleT1uCBF5YZw85AgIVZmuMdJqpLN_2q8jmOo0Nzr6vUxm-lAreyPYXG7cH0s=&c=Z8T5IOYI-trHXrcX6LX4S5Zi8TsgjZW52hIdVd-zVdM3PfBVXMTFDA==&ch=YN7awDWaqgLkxxUGbXNiRsb_unVj5L7iPQooTveNvIotq2fYtnKw_Q==

