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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY 
 

The House is slated to vote this Friday on its $3 trillion coronavirus relief package, the 
HEROES Act, as well as on a Rule change related to remote voting and virtual committee 
proceedings. However, House Progressive Caucus co-chairs Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) and 
Mark Pocan (D-WI) are pushing for a delay "to ensure that [the bill] truly reflects the priorities 
and the work of the entire caucus." 
 
Meanwhile, GOP senators have stated the HEROES Act is dead on arrival in the Senate and 
are instead compiling a list of ideas for their own coronavirus aid measure that they hope to 
pass this summer. However, Speaker Pelosi appears to be prepared to utilize her chamber's 
legislation as a starting point for negotiations with Senate Republicans and the Trump 
administration. 
 
In remarks on the Senate floor, Majority Leader McConnell disputed comments made by his 
Democratic colleagues that the chamber should exclusively be focusing its efforts on work 
related to COVID-19. He noted that in addition to fighting this pandemic, the Senate has to do 
work to "ensure the safety and security of our nation."  
 
Notably, the newly created House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis held its first 
briefing this afternoon on requirements to safely reopen the economy amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. Additionally, during yesterday's Senate HELP Committeehearing on going back to 
work and school, NIAID Director Dr. Fauci issued a stern warning that Americans will 
experience “needless suffering and death” if communities and states open prematurely. He 
added that it's imperative for states and communities to ensure they have the capability of 
responding to inevitable upticks in infection with widespread testing, contact tracing, and 
isolation to avoid triggering a second wave/outbreak. 
 
Since our last update, the Food and Drug Administration, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, Small Business Administration, Internal Revenue Service, Treasury, and Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau published additional guidance. Please see below for more details. 
 
We have updated our COVID-19 Legislative Update as well as our Drug Shortage and 
Medical Supply Tracker. Both are linked below under Latest PMJ Resources. 

 

LATEST PMJ RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz5RvwtekjQZFDsMdbwMo5NA-A5V8KSVa5iNQKo_S4COFOUpB6KXlT2RIAz2rhf3fOqFBqCmX0OlSvWedpim9ciilh0oBbzegtAmje7GmO69Wbr94psVvzIrRDN9ldqyrzSMt5IkwNh9qokyE_KyosbK9_3jpPTRW4aww7a7we0tdkVrs1apRnvPns88_9X0bpvtUk-cdC-OWUaGcLog5ZeJmgvE5Zf4Hiu&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz5zoLbIyYuMXmJZgLCLi-13oiC_MNp4idZWO8o8gw636X2-0rvtj8BlWkzj-cOFDWFi73iRCbB-uU9IUeELoeqXG_2uGyDDQnsOKGfb3WAWvu9bxwr6MzV7Im7KHJfpLjvPqUAHJFps4cCDF0U40u7omWjcQTYUhYvKm821SZJOgrtZghD9-lm1fdqjiMkcy1e3359NXiyGg7IQTolSkZYrT6KVmDDIB13dmLXjeIIPYU=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVJnpb7ig4knJvAwhD_hbJEJFmZgOph8qOG-DNztQUrPMuIkFITvrvjiHtTyf-aWFPgUmVI-JXxbVxskWj60gSGnwCowSQMuBG8iPiEiRT62Zco1dVpm-0TnmsvGmbJ1UHfoj_ceazvD3YuN8q0dLJc2MEPzcGFSD07CVF4IQlDEFY_ja6U1KVA=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==


• CARES Act State Funding 
• State and Local Funding Bills 
• COVID Legislative Update 
• 2020 Political Outlook  
• COVID Legislative Tracker  

• COVID State Reopening Tracker 
• Drug Shortage and Medical Supply Chain Tracker 
• COVID-19 Travel Restrictions 
• Global COVID-19 Export Controls 
• Memo - Federal Reserve COVID-19 Announcements  
• Federal Reserve Lending Facilities Deck 

 

ECONOMIC UPDATE 
 

Congressional 

• House 
• In a tweet, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) stated the 

HEROES Act has “no chance of becoming law.”  
• House Financial Services Chairwoman Maxine Waters (D-CA) and Rep. 

Michael San Nicolas (D-GU) sent a letter to Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell urging them to 
ensure territories are not excluded from the federal government’s COVID-
19 response efforts.  

• Senate 

• In a tweet, Senate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley's (R-
IA) spokesperson stated the House’s proposal to roll back the cap on 
state and local tax (SALT) deductions is a “nonstarter” in the Senate. 

• Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) and Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN), along with 
over 300 international lawmakers across two dozen countries, in 
a letter urged the leadership of the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to cancel low-income countries’ debt in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• The Senate Banking Committee advanced the nominations of the 
Honorable Brian D. Miller, to be Special Inspector General for Pandemic 
Recovery for the Treasury Department; and Mrs. Dana T. Wade to be 
Assistant Secretary for the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). 

 
Administration 

• Federal Reserve (“Fed”) 

• The Federal Reserve Bank of New York announced it will reduce its 
operations for term repurchase agreements. 

• Treasury 
• The Treasury announced important updates on the Payroll Support 

Program under Title IV of the CARES Act.  

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin issued a statement regarding the 
start of certain Secondary Market Corporate Credit Facility purchases. 

• The Treasury released its Monthly Treasury Statement. 
• Small Business Administrator (SBA)  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYfYX2ERV-LqqRMn_pdTsjvPsaWPUUCoXRc3hLd6QOR9phKbEm-25w_QYidNKXx8q3LIIdMAdbWDMXm9x33Mi3UbV_lr6FXpY3z83G6djfvbOQbN0Oo8rPQSBrNEsThuH0ZaNBMYZdyVLbKWjBo2LHIMP28m_t4vy5ZqsjDXOVP7hg0m0EvTKBJU=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYS5tD8R-OO-zJYDeI4wTaubKsNeAQniB7_8hV2X27SYQiLq3UryWmElK6pFnBq6WbV9aXR2eNvhfAF9m76th4l9Gmb-R3lFRqFdG66-ztdVyXdfuUAPCXecawqYMO3ANHmrkohJkMrWAQ0P8hszp8OYMx2Wg5J0nhrl7CUbEnmO_--nsTkfYJf0=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz5dILxaPppuxlfogdJR0PxZeirj-yJ5FJ1NorXAYuCKBYUiwDHwE0-qXpEP6Lktob3Ifj1Qfovq7frkWzETIV_kJPHCw7HkgBgSTY3ATS3_M5uZLCKc0hvPjHG2wU0wuydqTElw1PDNfPPQZOiPzIMStJebSReOt4AQT_Q1Dcb11Q=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYb79VXEGj0hrc8zDWvlXcB-BqKIuuklDwTBF2pfMHJj_QBFh_bdahu_o9vbzFThZrtFqq79l41fErsCFGh2or0VYCxOw3jsXR8pG11ttcfwhbuEjvEZ3CJb8mrPDR3WhwnHy9crJ3VTrwTRzVPvyFB373Ojc-2QjcxSCplLEFThUsHXMaFn2sKs=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYRUvdd73diXeymgxaYxlnZdac9eA4FDXli7XujDQHaDrMlKLECxnXmFHgU5kl44JBS_Kp_HmLB3xHxnPpA0mvkbdXKQBLNRuwASCMxPIqJ6ZiQBFDwUP3JZHrIbfGLfJi5ZQ1f-Vl1iPkhQjE96QnVF9sYRXDZFLKoxF4w-iHwAHIDSadKN5M7k=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYfYX2ERV-Lqq9oWhpI_hash_ved3iLXgVR84OpuEK9yLvGTcdApROgeW8VFnlm-8Da1lG6QxS3bHmD_HQIzeStqhw5Unz-QoXgEcU814r7Rzn_c89B57LKhQ-nLExTKg1nEiF9aP62R3lQ2mUNONs8rNXJMhrb1oEkJ7iBJQ65QjFKhE3W7qECg=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz5Im7YTH5qCw35VIf2dpovrbarDBfnmXa48jxUH47lmWqoHU-qsDWDI-H7vkEMDEGQiJ_pie7VYfbPn2aM_GibFt7dsTnRFTbj72QRpldAJOhByaQPZhaJQAmJX5NNVj-njvqFuAXMolfYSXQOmRmyzZHhRDKz0HkBZy5W3UxYar4=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYbGAIJhc8jnVmdIygSMnBQp2x24ktzmmkVBpbZJUMlOIjZFB23Tlq9gC40s3mCTAJGuwmxnisRDecFgHHg13AjLqTfG_aKc6L4TBTgfDTcjHWv05kkbEQTJvZBMhUrgG2gRB4OJrullE_eUaX6euKtuPv_JIMlXbNiSSxWqZUZk9HJJZ1XVAgA8=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYQr8FF1H-X_IMjg-fKD1Ew-f5d4MM7pEyXFucPebnu1uACCUSCCxNu0h34K2Kfa8cxZD6MzlW-5P4ZgCHJHNcPW4y2ODfGCStngDwDgSapLvd5wSP_8_AQQMHDqVT46EdCxqCQ_9QiZ7Oucg2keONqXEcKY-zkgoSIc6W3OuP5tIqEwBmTvObDY=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYWXZorn2auGNEKXlRe27ZsLIKrZqq_epzaDeh7y0wU7GtAtNJPWwwr7Mj9E_aeZb7Yw26KQZAWtjYXA9dGWNHfR0-miPYdBpfvmIqkxY2GKehxIzG51vFRYVdYrvGR4Smng2gVihgxzZsi6q-z-BgDsUI55jfGub6qd3xr6_NFlKSKjT1BgdENM=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYdWXnMbUu-qJrtXeg4QHnqk36r5wLXsZbhaykaZCkTdKcX5YmP3aQ13l51qrVHlBpDQUvQyz5Y3u513aBGR5wQHNPtwQfL_5CyIkJrfgzTzN66BaCW3kXCMMb76gM4V7c0zB8QDMQvBiQbataLhi4qba7YEspPNEKg1zylhUjBjDsv56pREcyJc=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz5RviwS5jTDus05v1xg70qK7OwLbzo_kOC-IieXMpkMZ7taN7yQ49nosS9ilkPq4B7GXnEvXNE10BU_MryiqQvbjef0gRwyQ-5_o_GxstRp62SaqXI21MddYMI3KANANMJ&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz5QcRvz11pPRXFAvPENlK-AF6RfQ8QsMR7VwlFYq20LEA4-XShpmObQ2SVFs3UeykKtw9U0CY3xH-aDwwsR9UPkjS2P2b5wYwa_LA1GUGZVK7qFMgZjmPR7P5eY9xIesP6fvb_PWC_5m18xWhkp8mds5KOKcsfqvNza92CA_IuuUo=&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
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• The SBA, in consultation with the Treasury, released updated Paycheck 
Protection Program Loans FAQs, specifically Question 46. 

• Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 

• The IRS released guidance to allow temporary changes to Section 125 
cafeteria plans. 

• Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) 
• The CFPB released a statement and FAQs outlining the responsibility of 

certain financial firms during the pandemic.  
 
Articles of Interest 

• 5/13 The Washington Post published an article titled, “A pandemic-prompted rule 
change for deferring taxes on investment properties.” 

• 5/13 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “WSJ Survey: 
Coronavirus to Cause 17% Unemployment in June.” 

• 5/13 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Powell Says Washington 
Will Need to Spend More to Battle Downturn.”  

• 5/13 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Companies Start 
Reaping Billions in Tax Breaks to Ride Out Economic Slump.” 

• 5/13 Politico published an article titled, “Widening rift on mergers during 
pandemic divides Democrats and Republicans.” 

• 5/12 The Washington Post published an article titled, “U.S. deficit balloons to 
$738 billion in April alone, a record triggered by Coronavirus impact.”   

 

  

 

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 
 

Congressional 

• House 
• Ways and Means Republicans published a coronavirus bulletin titled, "Health 

Provisions in Democrats' Recipe for a Prolonged Recession." 
• In an interview with the Associated Press, Speaker Pelosi defended the $3 

trillion price of tag of Democrats’ pandemic relief package as what’s needed to 
confront the “villainous virus” and economic collapse. She stated, "The 
American people are worth it." 

• Speaker Pelosi joined MSNBC’s Morning Joe from Capitol Hill to discuss the 
ongoing response to the coronavirus pandemic, including the recently 
introduced Heroes Act. 

• Speaker Pelosi delivered remarks on the introduction of the Heroes Act. 
• Speaker Pelosi joined Chris Hayes on MSNBC’s All In with Chris Hayes to 

discuss the ongoing response to the coronavirus pandemic, including the latest 
on efforts to increase aid to essential workers and state, local and tribal 
governments in the upcoming CARES 2 package.  

• Reps. Jayapal and Pocan sent a letter to Speaker Pelosi and House Majority 
Leader Hoyer urging them to delay the vote on the Heroes Act until next week, 
giving members more time to review the bill. 

• Rep. Burgess sent a letter to Rep. Eshoo regarding tomorrow's House Energy 
and Commerce subcommittee hearing on protecting scientific integrity.  

• Senate 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYcrx6lbRfoYjLjRaeuC6dv-RsuW0HURGoaSPG1iJ7unI3yWU-BzotI5PrSm38UbWHjGhF4KxKQA02sZyyQsjIDXI0pNHmVHJJOmR1s-HVdPh4jmfc35vHDzjGqFQVivwCcoFGrMj4QHXxp4a-zBC2ifPAHDQhq6VILWXl7uONLJyzC1wjIAgUYQkRwM011BXUDWD0Lkoayfz&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz54FFRfBCa7pZcHv74ws0bw4L_KUGUeS45POE9_dK4K6ugt4igpbwqsKXGn4OBuhkPRIp2S5DCnJVgvYt-dLx4xWR9XFImiBPMZ0E3Y_stMZtkdX889PgL9ULc83ZTdwhN4DxLODgf12COnhQfd1mZRnj5BJTPuzoXaI2wvx_dhCyhKSYVt_e-Aqf1ZL149HjQLl-Yc5Gf_MvM0kOFa5HouJkEA6NQZJSw&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hc865G41OXNgYUfAeYBlZvtIhGRrVhdnF1YqQ7ENz_Sf0o56_LIzYVoWf_AwiRz5bDEKWSChrDZ0XOMI_RPmP6j5xTnhGbZnUCaDOKu_GOzO1vfQKBrSSKHlpsrZq4oN0BMyiOu3hO9aJfPqXE3cUpjx3CmpjoVqeM6pMkU7zu8Vgc7CE3I3IzSvcFk0CPLo8A9Y7UF54HM9y-RN11Rh4mcL6Agf6ydYKPkNIVotNjGWCO0jxZD54_zw7o6jmmtY_WTAK2SRuxPp9WHWsenqDg==&c=wdK_pmQ--qZXP-GgxguRtcGertja9ORElJTuTzrceQdpzhpta3NF_Q==&ch=ZkEoO3g4MclhjP-ZHQCiekYFh_kd1_7QQwmlNk-Fi1FQfF9oKeIAJg==
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• Sen. Klobuchar and Reps. Diaz-Balart and Cunningham sent a letter to FDA 
Commissioner Hahn and CDC Director Redfield regarding the plasma donation 
program. 

• Sens. Warren, Blumenthal, and Coons as well as Reps. Jayapal and 
Sarbanes introduced a discussion draft of their legislation to ensure stronger 
oversight, accountability, and transparency in the federal government's 
response to COVID-19 crisis.  

 
Administration 

• The White House 
• The White House issued a fact sheet titled, "President Donald J. Trump is 

Committed to Providing Support to Underserved Communities Impacted by the 
Coronavirus Pandemic." 

• During yesterday's press briefing, White House Press Secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany provided an update on ventilators, respirators, testing, provider relief 
payments to hospitals, funding for community health centers in medically 
underserved areas.  

• Department of Health and Human Services 
• HHS released the inaugural episode of its podcast Voices of HHS titled, 

"Learning Curve: HHS Secretary Alex Azar on the Race to a Vaccine." 

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
• CMS released a new toolkit developed to aid nursing homes, Governors, states, 

departments of health, and other agencies who provide oversight and 
assistance to these facilities, with additional resources to aid in the fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic within nursing homes. 

• CMS Administrator Verma penned a letter to nursing home management and 
staff sharing her gratitude for the unwavering dedication and commitment to 
keeping residents safe. 

• CMS has approved 185 requests for state relief in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, including recent approvals for Alabama, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Kansas, Louisiana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, and Oklahoma. These 
approvals help to ensure that states have the tools they need to combat 
COVID-19. 

• Food and Drug Administration 
• The FDA took important actions to help accelerate the development of 

prevention and treatment options for COVID-19 by providing newguidance with 
recommendations for innovators and researchers conducting work in this area. 

• The FDA provided an update on surveillance inspections during the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the update, the agency stated it will continue to utilize and 
implement additional alternative inspection tools and approaches while 
postponing domestic and foreign routine surveillance inspections. 

• The FDA posted updated information for blood establishments regarding 
COVID-19, which aligns with the agency’s guidance on convalescent plasma to 
allow donation 14 days after complete resolution of symptoms. 

• The FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for the Ascom 
teleCARE IP Nurse Call System for use by healthcare providers and patients in 
healthcare environments, including temporary hospital facilities, to facilitate 
remote communication between patients and healthcare providers. 

• The FDA issued an EUA for the emergency use of the Eko electrocardiogram 
(ECG) Low Ejection Fraction Tool (“ELEFT”) to be used by healthcare 
professionals to provide an assessment of Left Ventricular Ejection Fraction as 
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a diagnostic aid to screen for potential cardiac complications associated with 
COVID-19. 

• FDA issued guidance on returning refrigerated transport vehicles and 
refrigerated storage units to food uses after using them to preserve human 
remains during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
• CDC Director Dr. Redfield, FDA Commissioner Dr. Hahn, and NIAID Director 

Dr. Anthony Fauci issued a media statement noting that CDC and DHS have 
together determined that government entities working in support of the COVID-
19 response efforts are providing essential services and the current guidelines 
for critical infrastructure workers apply. 

 
Articles of Interest 

• 5/12 Bloomberg Law published an article titled, “Six Feet of Separation in Reopening 
Offices Won’t Stop Virus.” 

• 5/12 Science Magazine published an article titled, “Unveiling ‘Warp Speed,’ the White 
House’s America-first push for a coronavirus vaccine.” 

• 5/12 The Hill published an article titled, “WHO: Some coronavirus treatments show 
signs of limiting disease's severity, length.” 

• 5/13 CBS News published an article titled, “House coronavirus subcommittee to hold 
first briefing on reopening the economy.” 

• 5/13 The New York Times published an article titled, “Top Science and Health Officials 
Offer Sobering View of Reopening Readiness.” 

• 5/13 The Associated Press published an article titled, “AP Exclusive: CDC guidance 
more restrictive than White House." 

 

Please note this daily update may not encompass all public guidance documents on implementation; 
as such, we encourage you to review public agency websites. Please let us know of any questions. 
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