
 

 

DAILY COVID-19 UPDATE 
April 8, 2020 

 

WHAT HAPPENED TODAY 
 

Earlier today, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) sought unanimous consent that 
would allow the Senate on Thursday, April 9th, to introduce, call up and pass, by voice vote, a 
bill that would provide an additional $250 billion for the paycheck protection program.  
 
Speaker Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Schumer issued a joint statement on Democrats’ 
priorities in Republicans' small business bill. Among other things, they are calling for $100 
billion for hospitals, community health centers and health systems, providing desperately 
needed resources to the frontlines of this crisis, including production and distribution of 
national rapid testing and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 
 
Since our last update, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services published additional 
guidance. Please see below for more details. 

 

LATEST PMJ RESOURCES 
 

• COVID Legislative Outlook 
• Drug Shortage and Medical Supply Chain Tracker 
• COVID-19 Travel Restrictions 
• COVID-19 Legislation Tracking Chart 

• Global COVID-19 Export Controls 
• Memo - Federal Reserve COVID-19 Announcements  

ECONOMIC UPDATE 
 

Congressional 
• House 

• Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) issued a joint statement on interim emergency 
coronavirus relief. 

• Small Business Committee Chairwoman Nydia Velazquez (D-NY) sent a 
letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and SBA Administrator Carranza 
echoing complaints regarding PPP and EIDL program implementation. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5hEoNOpHCvDcfvEcNM2JAdwfKK7PfKQ__PgNe-USx5YdBzgteqZ7Z1u4ZwwaekBkYJvsk7BvGc08lea9nGS5mLrgE3vRHeilIRa0z0Jiyn1c=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5MnaCXUTL_N7cTrMQY_Eu7t0RfnYNLZB2OGKyFVjW20J1YCb1A-50muYCsRjRkQlGsxUgJ04RBrTZCEHx7JpDDlEE-1lOfUH8biLvI9ZZPEpboCJUH-qbm1QY6Dwf5cChUtA7oosL7qNLJMBCEbe9rZFV9e9ZcMvmefeTNYxkDos=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5rcMwEldE7aUWP80-NGqwuZj0_JhJslRF5CK36PQfm4vyN5dJIKX0KTDTFlky7vxmhEiCn01GPDO1AyAFtrXaisywehWcQmTrpq2EZ54tBsOEV_jNV3PT7TrMaemogdMs6JvSjLFdZOj4AbIdJky6763lGWDryYjrS0NGcaid88U=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-ewKa0nl78Bs8LsbJIem-TxFR2ARp-KxkUuIfDfopEylBEk4qc5we5W8OtJmo6t2KUDI-8Kg1irStipmxr1Y696wLpLSlT5rxhW2VPuEyKWSmSArJ7CWQc37TzPnDHza7ljFoHZQ07gMbGMlkgaL0wmrq__wPfp2pjO6w5bIR3ckaeU8AOxlhgZw=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e11NG2JgmBOHK37OgOnzmyNkLrHZKHRZ1GphyVCk84-oWPFs4OqiNpdWdszlVvfnckXlcdIq4P2A8EdnEjKIGSKcfXhqDJnu8DuIy_1ATqxHQJvPX7PyIypfYJ-ZoK9LEOvji29rlDt_oDYbBUiDFpRjCNrSbXemhXvgBnfcD5HBX4MGVjAC7bM=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e7bS1WA8sAXZG168EFVGKnPbEnCENNW06d5u7xQW-8FErtb81VjfK9YMptVElPKdFdOT2SXztjkXKqNRUdn6YRvW4_CyvNDqV3F0bTklZAps5JLaPUH_bCbYCvW9OvabxRwMtwThjpcq9jeC3ILzzrzTrKqZ4z0lqrvNY0teEnOqwI4vKMyr7yY=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5XJ8JCAWcJRUr8-87BZ19uFoKFlOZKW2soK8mmgqfHGJHSmJmGIySQI0dKAd2MIOHWfr8kZL_KUTUxA1TBEDSAVV2qd8seFUr0kBxObb42pvu4ALskHtvdIfk9lwkNMgjZHHLHjUpoxZXPc43b9CjWgfLjUl_-ACqoQlVXfoh1So=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5hEoNOpHCvDcfvEcNM2JAdwfKK7PfKQ__PgNe-USx5YdBzgteqZ7Z1u4ZwwaekBkYJvsk7BvGc08lea9nGS5mLrgE3vRHeilIRa0z0Jiyn1c=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5Oa9PiXKwm28XF0TlzTxNHSiF7jgkVbmNDIe0m1AvbxPPoCHpZIpMZrRkhWgvCTXoLt-U3BdlIIsbJ8T0GuNvL2bml4VeCwq8QugfacHNwOlbNUTTNV9yBdndYIN6uxSZJYG6DtVzebKKeWH87qtlERVRL9oxDGtdoAY07BLjqkY=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5Oa9PiXKwm28XF0TlzTxNHSiF7jgkVbmNDIe0m1AvbxPPoCHpZIpMZrRkhWgvCTXoLt-U3BdlIIsbJ8T0GuNvL2bml4VeCwq8QugfacHNwOlbNUTTNV9yBdndYIN6uxSZJYG6DtVzebKKeWH87qtlERVRL9oxDGtdoAY07BLjqkY=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==


Most of the complaints in the letter are about logistical issues (e.g., wait 
times, IT issues). 

• Financial Services Committee Chairwoman Maxine Waters (D-
CA)applauded the World Bank capital increase included in the COVID-19 
package. 

• Financial Services Committee Chairwoman Maxine Waters (D-CA) led a 
letter to Joseph Otting, Comptroller of the Currency, and Jelena 
McWilliams, Chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
urging them to prioritize a strong response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and suspend efforts to revise the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) 
and any unrelated rulemakings. The letter was signed by every Democrat 
on the Committee. 

• Senate  
• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) sought unanimous 

consent that would allow the Senate to break in to the Pro Forma session 
scheduled for Thursday, April 9th, to introduce, call up and pass, by voice 
vote, a bill that would provide an additional $250 billion for the paycheck 
protection program. Read the bill here. 

• Banking Committee Chair Mike Crapo (R-ID) issued an update on the 
Paycheck Protection Program. Chairman Crapo also sent a letter to the 
banking regulators, encouraging them to look for more ways to help 
strengthen the Paycheck Protection Program, right-size regulations to 
promote lending, and provide the Banking Committee with statutory 
changes and recommendations necessary to stabilize markets and 
expand lending during the COVID-19 crisis. Crapo’s letter to Treasury 
and the SBA can be accessed here. Crapo’s letter to the banking 
regulators can be accessed here. 

Administration 
• Office of Management and Budget 

• Please see the attached letter from Acting Director Russ Vought 
requesting additional amounts for the Paycheck Protection Program. 

• Federal Reserve 
• Due to the extraordinary disruptions from the coronavirus, the Federal 

Reserve Board on Wednesday announced that it will temporarily and 
narrowly modify the growth restriction on Wells Fargo so that it can 
provide additional support to small businesses. The change will only 
allow the firm to make additional small business loans as part of the 
Paycheck Protection Program, or PPP, and the Federal Reserve's 
forthcoming Main Street Lending Program. 

• Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) 
• The federal financial institution regulatory agencies (the agencies), in 

consultation with state financial regulators, issued a revised interagency 
statement encouraging financial institutions to work constructively with 
borrowers affected by COVID-19 and providing additional information 
regarding loan modifications. The revised statement also provides the 
agencies’ views on consumer protection considerations. 

• Treasury 
• Treasury updated the PPP FAQs. 

 
Articles of Interest 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx51l8piwP8cW8v9tJLuHTryRjz68FdJ8JNA7UImATDrK9gY6EAewQ2T6_x-bMxkft0rB-GyEACocprFPJYjyfxKwIzJjqhW7EV21EmWnwfSFjmiCPCWTMEifeLGPJ9AyW1QrnV3peDf_o_CSnpTf5FBzkJ0mwUR_XF-RUW5sg99q8=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5pV-6UGriaSGOgyV_2yQne28SxEN9xXFbGAU9UZ4vfZhWAAb2LtbQGpwfBLyY4d4PRtZDlMBfMcYdQLCHC1ts435VgXUIa9LHIqRzAXEZ9Y9ltpYbd-jMQPbFe_CKJ8e3-p5iZDzcLC56wnT_H-XGIaGq_o477e3zAYe2VaJTvAs=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5pV-6UGriaSGOgyV_2yQne28SxEN9xXFbGAU9UZ4vfZhWAAb2LtbQGpwfBLyY4d4PRtZDlMBfMcYdQLCHC1ts435VgXUIa9LHIqRzAXEZ9Y9ltpYbd-jMQPbFe_CKJ8e3-p5iZDzcLC56wnT_H-XGIaGq_o477e3zAYe2VaJTvAs=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5f0N7qY5Al3Uzn4y57NKKNtDA6z32gaWJac5yvDeSeNAJSfX-O8lwMyDSyBJNzTk_opb5TMQ5QsCFzqEf4rc_jnxfYoOUHGs9lZDnLeZJgafble8hit-JtWGLOqfl9hW67GT0p7tMH1buDJtqKym-LCAJrFn3SqtUZmIP9_a5mP0hMXx4f0rFx6BNMR-5L2WiKux0SZU3HKcdPGTf8Dupag==&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx56YFUi6xV5xxTT72mnBEbIonNoX-auVz8jF4QCkfcXCsgma2u0Ef8ScjL0yW6iuoVEiPtUNVn0mMw4oeaiqmeiFjbURYnJ1YJtIBuc2E5FaLxHWgJsMRKXywD7m-Kdr9OPfrs5w0ab9_yWpu7cJZGjgLNuqA-swUmfBHQgGp8kwA=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5RWgrbb5pWwDH3ZLma0dsjWQP8ru69o5SyloXWbG7YWaWnUw-b4R1mfmWOGcrvKOPBeC_M4tgv3eV0Db9LovaLXNrT6ONoSM8HHyamHNYYF8T-2f6aOmMPrvHyKBIxvK3n0RZ2LPML7w=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5y_M-ZOHQZa_EAXCcwtyd8Lp9MG_wbw9bOJRHUGSlXgIipyXpebUHyuLCsxeOdAIj-WnZ28TD2mAF3d_Izpgz5iQiARfCr7QV4Ec550ndTIJdqR4FY8H7DRJuiy8x9jB4MlgO646NBFURP8aKlfdz0A==&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5yNsbZelY0OkgxbFUbJcPKefjAGX0_XmpG-A9reEbrFWbGZDjkuGjhK8UkwWIZpwqUJ0PC9miQVn8x7dcHkNoD1rOCf3lmSfJYv6XFkYNXRrOPFfZwy9Ks_GLSWgzWDpuVXsgybIdlbJHFd3WOW1xqxodDOA5t51JTtCvDKahIcA=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5WsAIvXbRSAq_ZUWyzVI8fabQCV_QPaisRZW3nNFiXk9IKIvPjmvFQOq1UQrKVEo9hkVi8ZSG2oSUpqnSx6-Gt1XoZ_Y9s3_d4IMppjN9iQhzlx6Sm82Hzg8IGWsUTDWVZn3O75Pny2zrMtd_wOTrF19zWiUYmk2e&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5wux81i4OvWFpyNVwnn3T2vFvi9kmvhWUMwmNAo2zp_Kei2EHS95cfGlchnw2F_owlZicggtNHoP6-P_1PU719B1p28nTsK0o4YW4RUqbX5UYMTBpBRz1MlRUTnnx8V04VQqWxu6e54vtFvns29nUnBjkKmhRE4nAJDD-y0bSO1bmvQCjWusUbAq-WYq80lj8BdY9x10hf65FACMMl4gIBW-FkLGbX7Ru&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5wux81i4OvWFpyNVwnn3T2vFvi9kmvhWUMwmNAo2zp_Kei2EHS95cfGlchnw2F_owlZicggtNHoP6-P_1PU719B1p28nTsK0o4YW4RUqbX5UYMTBpBRz1MlRUTnnx8V04VQqWxu6e54vtFvns29nUnBjkKmhRE4nAJDD-y0bSO1bmvQCjWusUbAq-WYq80lj8BdY9x10hf65FACMMl4gIBW-FkLGbX7Ru&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5EnvEh3o7-4DkZXc8JCpdZ1iW1yoSlkNaR1pkrOi4e6P3VId5mZSiBHow7D_-jEW7iO6UmA4GqBbZYQg5gjtb_stKj4NUfRg9pd2L6luc4IXWrm13yDVgJoCYTPd_oKdXPeABTgzWJJR4T4zJpK4sp41xVWH6B7JOQQYixyXwCJOUMBhQuIgvmRwAchIWpwxX&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==


• 4/8 Bloomberg published an article titled, “Fed to Give Details on Mid-Size 
Business Lending This Week.” 

• 4/8 Politico published an article titled, “Mnuchin hopes to unveil 'Main Street' 
lending facility this week.” 

• 4/7 Bloomberg published an article titled, “Trump Team Preps Plans to Reopen 
Economy That Depend on Testing.” 

• 4/7 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Fannie, Freddie Unlikely 
to Aid Mortgage Companies as Payments Dry Up, FHFA Chief Says.” 

• 4/7 The Wall Street Journal published an article titled, “Lawmakers, White House 
Vow to Quickly Provide More Small-Business Loans.” 

  

 

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 
 

Congressional 
• House 

• Rep. Pocan sent a letter to HHS Secretary Azar and FDA Commissioner Hahn 
regarding possible shortages of drugs for treating COVID-19 patients. 

• Reps. Thompson and Maloney sent a letter to FEMA Administrator Gaynor 
regarding coronavirus response supply chain issues for PPE and other 
essential medical supplies and equipment, including ventilators. 

• Ways and Means Republicans published a blog post outlining ways in which the 
Trump administration is supporting doctors as they fight the coronavirus. 

• Reps. Gallego and Cisneros introduced legislation to cover all coronavirus 
treatment and testing through Medicaid.  

• Reps. Schakowsky, Huffman, DeGette sent a letter to HHS Secretary Azar, 
urging him to remove barriers to COVID-19 research. 

• Senate 
• Sens. Cassidy and Shaheen led 33 of their colleagues in a bipartisanletter to 

HHS Secretary Azar and CMS Administrator Verma, urging the administration 
to modify or waive the 10.25% interest rate tied to Medicare's Accelerated and 
Advance Payments Program.  

• Sen. Hassan led 15 of her Democratic colleagues in a letter to President Trump 
urging the administration to enforce stronger policing of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) price gougers and counterfeiters and also urging the 
administration to create a standard process for states and local governments to 
purchase PPE so they don't have to compete with one another.  

• Sens. Markey, Durban, and Duckworth sent a letter to CMS Administrator 
Verma and HHS Assistant Secretary for Health Giroir, urging them to ease 
requirements associated with the Clinical Laboratory Improvement 
Amendments and issue new guidance that would allow labs to more rapidly 
scale up testing and deploy more personnel.  

• 17 Senators sent a letter to CDC Director Redfield seeking a report on all 
available information about who is able to access COVID-19 tests. 

• Seven Democratic Senators sent a letter to Vice President Pence and HHS 
Secretary Azar regarding distribution of hospital funding. 

 
Administration 

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019OhtzdpCDKBzmiQurkM6cJxgXEP9OwwjUzIY96iT47ed3q6Hn0Q-e4aMiXY2pcx5AJOe-IKCIvuCRt2QLePlJx_VCnYlBGVw7lxA_NWR58GJ7c4eQ1NRBoc3x_dir0hLarS5j0irxTIbo7sOjBUuHzL9b0i5Qih5OA6UJDdwJolZhqRsAOhJ7CzIT86-E0hsg57NHCG0ZzWgyNn3aC8mfnbGGlhLBPB3aR0_9AY1NkJwB-grpj-6tjGPXZBU4nVMMKV51D7IvUI=&c=DYxKouKMMSG_i_PPFFQzVA8XhDGGgjkL2EF2JLjY8Epzbut82qSYHw==&ch=_hUpQSBV3i7FCsTTtz3GGhMdXKhLdFGfLeeZaq-WOE5KRLV3t6W-UA==
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• CMS issued a series of updated guidance documents, based on CDC 
guidelines, focused on infection control to prevent the spread of the 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) in a variety of inpatient and outpatient care settings. 
The guidance will help ensure infection control in the context of patient triage, 
screening and treatment, the use of alternate testing and treatment sites and 
telehealth, drive-through screenings, limiting visitations, cleaning and 
disinfection guidelines, staffing, and more. 

• CMS released guidance on the Medicaid Federal Medical Assistance 
Percentage (FMAP) increase included in the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act (FFCRA), which provides a temporary 6.2 percentage point 
increase for states and territories. 

• At a Coronavirus Task Fore briefing yesterday, CMS Administrator Verma said 
clinicians will see $30 billion of the $100 billion emergency provider relief fund 
from the CARES Act distributed this week. The grant money will be distributed 
based on providers' Medicare revenue and will come with no strings attached. 
Verma also acknowledged certain providers, like children’s hospitals or some 
nursing homes, receive most of their money from other payers and said those 
providers will be a priority in a second batch of funding that will come later.  

• CMS approved and delivered $34 billion in funding for healthcare providers on 
the frontlines of the pandemic through the Accelerated and Advance Payment 
Program. 

• CMS posted a letter to America’s clinicians providing a summary of actions the 
agency has taken to ensure clinicians have maximum flexibility to reduce 
unnecessary barriers to providing patient care during the unprecedented 
outbreak of COVID-19. The summary includes information about telehealth and 
virtual visits, accelerated and advanced payments, and recent waiver 
information. 

• CMS updated recommendations to postpone non-essential surgeries and other 
procedures to conserve critical healthcare resources and limit exposure of 
patients and staff to COVID-19.  

• Food and Drug Administration 
• FDA issued a warning letter to a company that markets fraudulent and 

dangerous chlorine dioxide products known as “Miracle Mineral Solution” for 
prevention and treatment of COVID-19.  

 
Articles of Interest 

• 4/6 NPR published an article titled, “Promising Drug On The Horizon For COVID-19.” 
• 4/7 Modern Healthcare published an article titled, “Verma: $30 billion in CARES Act 

grants will be distributed starting 'this week.’" 

• 4/8 The Hill published an article titled, “Hospitals face shortage of drugs for ventilators.” 
• 4/8 CNBC published an article titled, “‘Now is not the time’: WHO responds to Trump’s 

threat to cut funding.” 
• 4/8 Politico published an article titled, “Kushner’s team seeks national coronavirus 

surveillance system.” 

• 4/8 The Hill published an article titled, “Fauci: 'Looks like' US deaths will be lower than 
original projection.” 

 

LABOR UPDATE 
 

Administration 
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• Department of Labor 
• DOL's Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) issued 

areminder that it is illegal for employers to retaliate against workers because 
they report unsafe and unhealthful working conditions during the coronavirus 
pandemic, including terminations, demotions, denials of overtime or promotion, 
or reductions in pay or hours. 

 

SUPPLY CHAIN/CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
UPDATE 

 

Administration 
• Department of Homeland Security 

• The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency (CISA) and the United Kingdom's National Cyber Security 
Centre (NCSC) issued a joint cyber alert on the exploitation of the current 
COVID-19 global pandemic by cybercriminal and advanced persistent threat 
(APT) groups. The alert provides an overview of phishing, malicious sites, and 
COVID-19 themed cyber risks. 

• CISA released the Trusted Internet Connections (TIC) 3.0 interim guidance, a 
tool for securing federal agencies “network and cloud environments” given the 
surge in teleworking during COVID-19. The TIC 3.0 focuses on remote federal 
employees connecting to private agency networks and cloud environments in a 
secure way. 

 

Please note this daily update may not encompass all public guidance documents on 
implementation; as such, we encourage you to review public agency websites. Please let us 

know of any questions. 
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